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On the Scriptural foundation for cele 
ebrating the fir day of the week, 
as the Chriflian Sabbath. 


LTHOUGH Chriftians are 
generally agreed, in ‘the 
belief of adivine warrant for. the 
obfervation of the Chriftian fab- 
bath, it is apprehended that a view 
of the leading evidences of this 
duty will be ferviceable both to 
confirm their faith, and promote 
their edification. : 
The following brief ftatement 
of the arguments is, therefore, 
prefented to their confideration. 

The obfervation of every fe- 
venth day, asa feafon of religious 
and holy reft, to man, was infti- 
tuted from the beginning, as ame- 
morial of the completion of the 
work of creation, and the divine 
well-pleafednefs with it. 

When the work of the fixth day 
was completed, ** God faw every 
thing which he had made and be- 
hold it was very good. .And on 
the feventh day, God ended his 
work which he had made, and 
he refted on the feventh day, from 
all his work, which he had made. 
And God bleffed the feventhday 
and fanétified it, becaufe that in it, 
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he had refted from all his work, 
which God created and made.’’* 
From the Mofaic relation re- 
fpeéting the manna, it appears that 
the holy ref&t of the fabbath was 
known to Ifrael before the promul- 
gation of the Sinai law.—That it 
was known to other nations, is e- 
videntfrom feveralancient writers. > 
This divine inftitution was re- 
newed in the Mofaic law, and the 
ground and reafon of it again af- 
certairied, in the following words : 
«« Remember the fabbath day to 
keep it holy. Six days fhalt thou 
labour and do allthy work. But 
the feventhday is the fabbath of 
the Lord thy God. In it thou 
fhalt not do any work.—For in fix 
days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the fea, and all that in them 
is, and refled the feventh day. 
Wherefore the Lord blefled the 
fabbath day and hallowed it.’’t 
In the facred writings of the old 
teftament, we find frequent refer- 
ence to the fabbath, as aff inftitu- 
tution of God, and the proper cel- 
ebration of it, as an effential part 





* Genefis ii. 2, 3. In particular 
Hefiod, Homer, and Linus, fee Pol. 
Synop. on Genefis ii. 2, 3. $ Exod. 
xx. 8, 9, 10, Ii. 
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of praétical religion. It feems to 
Le defigned asa day of religious 
and devout reit from the labors 
and purfuits of the prefent world, 
and of thanksgiving to God for all 
his favors, efpecially for the work 
of creation ; and as an expreflion 
of faith in the gracious intimations 
of God to his church, of a {tate 
of holy reft and joy, in his eternal 
kingdom, for all the redeemed, 
through the promifed Mefliah. 

With a view to the fame import- 
ant object, was the inftitution of 
the reft of the feventh month, 
MA which was almoft wholly confe- 
crated to religious folemnities) as 
alfo of the feventh year, and of the 
great year of jubilee after the 
completion of feven times feven 
years. This laft was a feafon of 
abundant reft and joy, and was 
eminently typical of the gofpel- fal- 
vation, and that bleffed reft, which 
remains for the people of God, 
in the heavenly ftate. 

Indeed, the fabbath of the fe- 
venth day, and all the fabbatical 
inftitutions which have been men- 
tioned, together with the _poflef- 
fion of the land of Canaan, given 
tothe feed of Abraham as the 
earthly, promifed reff, were ul- 
timaiely defigned forthe fame end. 

As it pleafed God, through all 
ages after the apoftacy of man, to 
intimate his defigns of mercy to 
finners througha divine Redeemer, 
toretold in prophecy, as “ the feed’ 
of the woman, and as the feed of 
Abraham—of the tribe of Judah, 
and of the family of David ;” fo 
the old teftament abounds with 
predictions and reprefentations of 
anew afd more clorious ftate of 
things, which fhould fucceed his 
appearance in our natureand world. 
And the work of redemption, 
which he was to accomplifh by his 
obedience and death, is reprefented 
as the grcatelt of the works of 
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God, manifefted to man, to whith 
all his other works are fubordi- 
nate. 

'Fhis new ftate of things was to 
confift efpecially in a new fyftem of 
rules and ordinances, refpecting 
the worfhip of God, from. which 
(as alfo from other fources of ar- 
gument) it appears that the infti- 
tutions and ordinances of worthip 
in the old teftament, ‘and efpecial- 
ly in the Mofaic fyftem, were net 
generally defigned to be perpetual, 
in the church of Ged onearth ; 
but, to be typical of that new 
{tate of things juft mentioned, and 
introduétory to it. So that weare 
to viewthewhole Mofaic economy 
asa fhadow of goodthings tocome, of 
whichthe body is Chrift and Chrif- 


‘tianity, or the inftitutions of the 


gofpel.* 

This. great and general change, 
inthe ordinances of religion, by 
no means implies any alteration in 
the nature and object of divine 
worfhip or of religion in general, 
but only in the mode of exempli- 
fying that religion. And asmight 
be expected, the fubftance is more 
perfect than the fhadow, or there 
is an advance from the imperfect 
{tate of things, under the old tef- 
tament, before the incarnation of 
the Mefhah, to a more perfect {tate 
under his reign, ia the days of the 
gofpel. 

Thus, infead of the natural 
feed of Abraham, and the earthly 
Canaan, there are his fpiritual feed, 
and the Jerufalem which is above. 
For the priefthood, and the blood 
of flain bealts offered in facrifice, 
we have the Lord Jefus Chnift, 
with his eternal prieithood, and 
the offering of himfelf unto God, 
in the fhedding of his own blood, 
which alone is fufficient to take a-_ 





* See Coloff. ii. 17, Heb. viii. 5. and 
x. 2 ot palin. 
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way fin. 
apply to all other ordinances of the 
ancient difpenfation, when contraf- 
ted with the aew. 

From the analogy of divine dif. 
penfations, we fhould be led to 


Similar obfervationswill : 


iook for a change of the day of fa- | 


cred reft, that in future it might 
celebrate the work of sedemption, 
by the confecration of the day in 
whieh Ged refted from that work, 
which was the great object of cre- 
ation, and to which that, and all 
his other works are evidently fub- 
ordinate. But we muit not affed 
to be wife beyond what is svritten 
ia the holy fxiptures. 

Letusthen inquire whetherthere 
is any evidence fromtheprophecies 
of the old teftament, that there 
fhould be achange of the Sabbath 
atthe commencement of the gof- 
pel difpenfation. In this examina- 
tion—we fhall attend to two ferip- | 
ture paflages only. 

In the firft of hen we find thefe 
words, “ This is the day which 
the Lord hath made, we will re- 
joice and be glad init.’* That 
a great part of the pfalm from 
which thefe words are taken, re- 


| 


{pects the Meifiah, appears not on- | 


ly from the fubject-matter, but, 
from its application to him in vari- 
ous paflages in the newteftament.} 
This is particularly evidentconcern- 
ing the words quoted, and thofe 
which immediately precede and 
followthem. ‘That the refurrec- 
tion and exaltation of Chrift is the 
fubject, appears from the words, in 
their conneétion ; that the day of 
his refurrection isreferredto follows 
of courfe. So that thefe words 
are directly to the purpofe of the 
prefent argument. For if the 
Lord hath made this day, in any 
fenfe different from that in which 


* Pfalm cxviii. 24. + Matth. xxi. 42. 
Acts iv. 11. 2 Peterii 4. 
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he makes all days, it muft undoubt- 

edly mean that he has confecrated 
it for the ufe to which the infpired 
writer fays it {hall beapplied ; even 
to rejoice and be glad, or to keep 
itas a day of facred reft andthank{- 
giving for the great work of re- 
demption—from which Jefusrefted 
on this day, by his refurreCion ; 
as Ged refted on the feventh day 
from the work of the firft creation. 
The paffage may therefore be juftly 
cenfidered as a direct prediction of 
the change of the fabbath ; or that 
the firit day of the week fhould be 
celebrated in the Chriftian church 
as a fabbath in grateful commemo-. 
ration of the refurrection of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The other prophetic fcripturc, 
from the old teflament, which in- 
vites Our attention, is in the fol- 
lowing words, viz. 

** Behold I create new heavens 
and anew earth and the former 
fhall not be remembered, nor ceme 
into mind. But be you glad and 
rejoice forever in that which I cre- 
ate: for behold I create Jerufa- 
lem a rejoicing ‘and her peoplea 
joy.* Thenew heavens and the 
new earth import the new creation, 
and are defigned to reprefent the 
effects of the work of redemption, 
in the ftateof the redeemed church, 
from the incarnation of the Sa- 
viour to the final confummation in 
the heavenly reft.4 ‘That the old 
heavens andearth fhall not be re- 
membered or come into mindcan 
mean nothing more than that they 
fhall not be celebrated by tlre {tana- 
ing memorial of the feveath day 
fabbath, which was the only way 
in which the old creation ever had 
been ftatedly celebrated. ‘The re- 
ligious rejoicing predicted in the 
latter claufe of the text on account 


* faiah Ixv. 17, 18. # See Maiah 
Ixvi. 23. 2 Peter iii. 13. Kev. xxi. I. 
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of the new creation imports that it 

fhall be celebrated in like manner, 

as was the old creation, previous 

to the introduction of the new. 

Therefore as that was celebrated by 

aholy reft and thankfgiving, on 

the day inwhich God refted from 

his work ; even fo the new crea- 
ation or the work of redemption, 
fhall be celebrated bya ftated holy. 
reft and thankfgiving, on the day 
ia which he refted from this, or in 
which Jefus Chrift rofe from the | 
dead. 

We now proceed to make the 
following obfervations, viz. 

1. Our Lord Jefus Chrift rofe 
from the dead, on the firft day of 
the week. This is exprefsly affer- 
ted hy the Evangelilts, in their re- 
{pective hiftories of their divine 
matter ; and is confirmed by the 
account of the precaution taken by 
the Jews to prevent any poflible 
fraud or collufion in the cafe. 

Jefus was crucified on the day 
preceding the Jewith fabbath. He 
expired about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and was laid in the fep- 
ulchre, juft before the fitting of 
the fun, that the Jewith fabbath, 
which commenced at fun fet, might 
not be infringed. This was there- 
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fore the fixth day of the week. 


on the third day after his death 
which would be the firft day or the 
week, the Jews therefore took no 
care of the body till the commence- 
ment of the third day, at which 
time they went to the Roman gov- 
ernor and, referring to this predic- 
tion of Jefus, requefted a guard of 
foldiers to watch the fepulchre 
“ till the third dayfhould be paft.” 
This was obtained, the fepulchre 
was made fure, and the guard pla- 
ced. Butall that care was vain as 
to preventing the refurrection of the 
Lord Jefus. Early in the morn- 





ing of the third day, he was alive 


[Nov. 
from the dead. Thusby all this 


precaution of the Jews, we have 
the refurreétion of our Lord {till 
more contrmed, and the day of it 
fully afcertained. 

We therefore infer, with abund- 
ant certainty, that this is the day 
predicted by the Pfalmift, in which 
Chriftians fhould rejoice in their 
king and Saviour, and celebrate the 
praifes of redeeming grace, bya 
{tated observation of it, initead of 
the feventh day, as predicted by 
Ifaia 

It appears from the gofpel hifto- 
ry, that our Lord appeared to his 
difciples on the day of his refur- 
rection, and afterward on the farft 
day of the week,*—that on this 
day the difciples met together to 
break bread,+ that it was diftin- 
guifhed among them by the name 
of the Lord’s day ; and that on 
this day the Lord Jefus made his 
celebrated vifit to his beloved difci- 
ple, fuffering for his name in the 
ifle of Patmos in which he reveal- 
ed to him the great events relating 
to the redeemed church till the end 
of the world.t 

The general obfervation of the 
firft day of the week as the Chrif- 
tian fabbath,in the primitive church, 


| in the ages next fucceeding that of 
Jefus had prediéted his refurre&tion 


the Apofiles, is confirmed by the 
earlielt writers, whofe works have 
reached our time, and who had 
cafion to fpeak on this fubjcct. 
Now had it not been a ulage d: 

vinely inftituted and practifed by 
the Apofties, and other 
men, it utterly inconceivabj- 
how it fhould have obtained fo ear- 
ly iw the Chriftian church, and 
with fo few diffenting voices, con- 
fidering the {trong attachment o: 
the Jfewilh converts to the ancient 
rites of their church. but iris 
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* John xx. 1—19—26. ¢ Acts xx. 7. 
$ Rev. i. 10. 
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perfectly eafy to account from the | 
circumftances jult named, for the 
remaining attachment of fome pro- 
fefling Chriftians, to the Jewith 
fabbath. 

The preceding ftatement of the 
arguinents in favor of the celebra- 
tion of the firft day of the week, 
as the Chriftian fabbath, it is pre- 
fumed will be fatisfactory. 

It deeply concerns us that we 
celebrate this blefled day, agreea- 
bly to its inftitution and defign. 
Much has been writtenby thelearn- 
ed and pious on this fubject, which 
we ought diligently to perufe and 
reduce to pra¢tice. 
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Thewriter would however earn- 
eftly recommend to his Chriftian 
readers, to remember that this blef- 
fed day is to be celebrated, as a | 
thankful memorial of the refur- 
rection of our divine Saviour 3 
and confequently of his whole me- 
diatorial work, for the falvation 
of finners, and is it then poflible 
that we fhould fail to celebrate it 
in the worfhip, and to the praifes | 
of him who loved usand watfhed | 
us from our fins in his own bleod ! | 


PHILANDER. 








An addrefs to thofe who in the late 
revivalof religion have leen bro’t 
into the kingdom of Chriff, on | 
the dif-curagements of Chriflians. 


T is common that people, when 
iirft reconciled to God, have 
warm affections, and fuch joys as 
arile trom their firft efpoufals. Sa- 
tan ts {0 chained, that for a feafon, 
he can give them little diftur- 
bance. ‘L’heir morning is a morn- 
ing without clouds, and they prom- 
ife themfelves perpetual funjhine. 
Much of this extafy arifes from the 
newnels of their difcoveries. I 
remember I once read of a man 
born blind. After he arrived to 





maturity, his films were taken cff 
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byafurgeon. The beauties of creas 
tion rufhed at once upon his fight, 
and tho’ he was much lefs able to 
diftinguifh objets and take the ben- 
efit of his eyes than other men, 
yet his extafy for a feafon was 
above defcription : fo when one 
has always been blind to the glory 
of God, and the beauties of the 
moral world, it is reafonablc to ex- 
pect, the firft difcoveries of them 
muft produce that admiration and 
rapture, which is peculiar to fuch 
feafons tho’ their views are lefs difz 
tinct, and their humility, depend- 
ence and other Chriftian exercifes 
are more imperfect. In this fitua- 
tion they are fomctimes ready to 
triumph, as if the victory was al- 
ready compleat, and they had noth- 
ing to do, but rejoice thro’ life. 
But thefe expectations will not be 
realized. ‘The great apoftle to the 
Gentiles had fharp conflicts ; and 
all who will live godly in Chrift 
Jefus, fhall fuffer perfecution. And 
for the moft part need requires, 
that they endure many tribulations. 
They hear more experienced Chrif- 
tians tell of darknels, but tho’ they 
hardly expec it, it comes upon 
them. Itis thea diicouragements 
begin. 

One fource of difcouragement 
is their own inconitancy. This, 


| tho’ they are as confident as Peter, 


they will learn by painful experi- 
ence, as foon as God, to teach 
them their weaknefs and depend- 
ance, leaves them a little to them- 
felves. Itis neceflary that God 
fhould effectually teach you this lef- 
fon, and you will hardly be taught 
it, but by briars and thorns. You 
will then fay, that you little expect- 
ed to find youriclves fo inconitanr, 
that you had no idea there were 
fuch fad remains of unbelief and 
wickednefs in your hearts, and ef 
pecially that they hac firength to 
produce fuch diforders aud depio- 


a alee 








i (er lad Senernatee 


oo. 


yee ee aa Te 


aS on 


ny 














































sable effects, and render you fo 
fickle in your duty, and fo unfaith- 
ful to God. 

There is reafon to fear your in- 
conitancy will act itfeif out in many 
ways ;—by diflpating your thot’s 
in feafons for meditation and pray- 
er, when alone,—when in compa- 
ny, by fuch converfations and con- 
du& as you hoped never to find in 
yourfelves,—by want of refigna- 
tion in afflictions,—by feeling the 
fad inflpence of temptations to 
your forrow, and often by a fad in- 
Cifference about your duty and di- 
vine things. I wifh you may nev- 
er alfo be overawed and unmanned 
by the company, example and rid- 
icule of the profane and tho’tlefs. 
You are fanétified but in part. 
Wickednefs will appear and be 
afied out by you. You will do 
evil, and will not anfwer your raif- 
ed expectations. It is true your 
exercifes at fuch times, will be very 
different from thofe, who depend 
on afalfe hope. You will Jament 
and abhor yourfelves, be earneft in 
prayer, and hold a conftant war- 
fare with your lufts, Jcfs thro’ fear 
of wrath, than from a tendernefs 
towards the honor of God, and 
the fear of wounding his caufe. 
The falfe convert is chiefly ftung 
with confcience, and the dread of 
punifhment. But tho’ quite dif- 
ferent from hypocrites, you will 
often tremble, left you fhall prove 
nothing more. So much depravi- 

ty as you will find in iain 
fo contrary to your raifed expecta- 
tions, will lead you to doubt wheth- 
er it can be poilible you have any 
grace.—If you are left to fall into 
this ftate, you will be much dif- 
couraged. You will hardly be able 
to refolve on any duty, left your 
inconftancy fhould prevent its ac- 
complifhment. You will have lit- 
tle courage in religion. How ma- 
ny have m this way been fo dif- 
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| couraged, as greatly to palfey their 


exertions, kill their comforts, and 
diftrefs them to the heart ! 
In addition to this, you will per. 


| ceive that your enemies have great 


ftrength. You will find Satan a 
fornudable enemy, with many wiles, 
long prattifed, that he underftand: 
his advantages, knows the fins 
which eafily befet you, and is dex- 
terous in his applications of tempt 
ation. We fight not againft fleh 
and blood ; but againit principali- 
ties, and powers, and fpirtual 
wickednefs in high places. ‘Lhe 
devil, as a roaring lion, goeth 
about feeking whom he may de- 
vour. He is one who hath ruined 
millions, and of whom we are par- 
ticularly warned in the fcriptures. 
And I wifh you may not find too, 
that the things of this world, its 
riches, honors, cuftoms, and the 
ufual pleas that are made for indul- 
gence in its pleafures, have fufh- 
cient power over your hearts, to 
prove very injurious to your {pirit- 
ual life. The ftrength and fre- 
quent fuccefs of allthefe enemics 
are often a great difcouragement to 
Chriftians, they become difheart- 
ened, and are often on the point 
of laying afide an attempt to lead 
that {trict and holy life, which they 
approve and defire, under the idea 
that they cannot fucceed in it, 
again{tfuch enemies ; and are ready 
to think of moderating their aims, 
to what they fuppofe their abilities 
may fecure.’ ‘This greatly wounds 
them, and deftroys their comforts, 
and the brightnefs of their graces. 
Should you be left to this, anoth- 
er difcouragement may prefent it- 
felf to you, in your poor difcon- 
folate {tate, more dreadful than any 
thing you have met with before. 
You will now reflect on your in- 
conftancy, and the ftrength and 
fuccefs of your enemies, and in ad- 
dition to this, you will reflect on 
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vour grievous provocations of God. 
Now you will probably ¢ontem- 
plate God in no other light, than 
as an angry God, provoked by 
your wickednéfs. You will fee it 
would be fuft with him to give yeu 
up to fearful diftrefs. You may 
be hardly able to hope that God 
will aford much afliftance, to fuch 
provoking offenders, or deign to 
to make ufe of you to do much 
good in the world. * You may 
lofe your confidence in God, and 
be abandoned to the fury and tempt- 
ations of your enemies. Should 
vou ever fall into this fad condi- 
tion, you will feel like others, who 
have €xperienced it before you. 
They would pray, but like Adam, 
do almoft dread to meet with God 
in prayer. In this cafe, the Chrif- 
tian prays with little expectations, 
goes thro’ his devotions without 
eomfort, and his profpeés of 
amendment, and of enjoying the 
light of God’s countenance, pre- 
fent but a forlornhope. If he had 
no religion, he would probably be 
much more quiet. He would not 
be likely to trouble himfelf fo much 
about thefe concerns. | But he has 
a living principle within him, which 
has juft ftrength enough to ruin all 
carnal comforts, and make him 
wretched in the view of his guilty 
and ungrateful life. And perhaps 
he alfo lofes all fenfe of the evi- 
dences of his having any grace. 
This, you will fay, is drawing a 
melancholy picture of a Chriftian. 
itis. But this is fometimes his 
cafe. . I have pointed out the crim- 
inal way by which he finks into it, 
that you may avoid it. And I 
have drawn it in its darkeft colours, 
that I might alfo point the way of 
recovery, to the moft burdened and 
difcouraged Chriftan.—I will now 
fuppofe my reader to be in this dif- 
confolate ftate, and fhow you your 
deliyerance. 6.28 
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The grace of God is your only 
hope. He hath faid, ‘ My grace 
is" fufhcient for thee.’ Whatever 
may be the fituation of a believer, 
from his own inconftancy, the 
ftrength of his enemies, dr his 
grievous provocations, repeatedly, 
and for a long time committed 
againft God, or however great his 
temptations and difcouragements 
may be, {till there is fufficient-grace 
in God forhim. Sufficient to re- 
cover him from his inconftancy, to 
vanquifh his enemies, fupport him 
in temptations, forgive his provo- 
cations, reftore joy and comfort to 
his foul, and make him a ufeful 
joyful Chriftian.—Is not God in- 
finite in all his perfeétions ? And 
therefore in his grace ? He affures 
you that mercy is his delight: 
How affeétionately does he call on 
you faying, * Return ye backfliding 
children, and I will be’ a Father 
unto you.’— You have been inform: 
ed of the provifion, which in his 
mer¢y he has furnifhed for a finful 
world. You know the facrifice by 
which it was made, and with what 
inftructions and arguments it is ac- 
companied. 
has done for the moft part unafked 
by our world, and certainly by you. 
You then ought to be afhamed thar 
you have ever been capable of 
queftioning the fufficiency of his 
grace for you, in your prefent fit- 
uation. The Bible is full of precious 
promifes. Chrift is your furety. 
—He has fulfilled the condi- 
tions of your final falvation, and 
fecured to you even in this life, 
that if you will afk, you fhall re- 
ceive.——But you fear you are not 
Chriftians.—Then caft yourfelves 
on his general promifes made to 
all, however vile, who will come 
unto him. 

But your own experience of di- 
vine grace is a proof which fhould 





‘filence all your apprehenfions, that 








Thefe things God” 
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the grace of God is hot fufficient 
foryou. Have you not tafted his 
love ? Are you not enemies to in=— 
mourners for iteehearty in your de- 
fires forthe honor of God ? Do 
you not proan to be delivered trom 
evil, and made holy, that you may 
honorhim ? Are not your fins your 
burdens, and the evil nature of fin 
the caufe of your hatred to it ? Is 
not Zion dear to you, and the 
caufe cf God precious ?~Yes, you 
willfay, if I know my own heart, 
thefe are the things, which above 
all others, command my foul.— 
And how came you by this fpirit ? 
Who gave it ? Who fupports it 
notwithitanding ali your provoca 
tions? you own it is—it mult be 
God. Do you not then fiad by 
experience he is pracious ? 

The infinite fuficiency of Chrift 
you do not fcruple. Why then do 
you lofe your confidence in God? 
God has owned him, as the Lord 
our righteoufnefs—as man’s Re- 
deemer.. He has renewed your 
heart. It was not always as it 
now 1s. You are therefore one, 
whom he has given unto Chrift, as 
part of the reward of the travail 
of his foul. God when he gave 
you to him, and began the work 
of his grvce in your heart, and took 
you into covenant, knew how in- 
conftant you would prove. He has 
notbeendifappointed in you, that he 
fhould change his purpofes concer- 
ning you. He never indeed ex- 
pected much from you. But un- 
der all thefe circumftances, it ap- 
pears by your gracious exercifes, 
tho” low, that’you have been given 
to Chrift. And he is well able to 
fit you for the ufe he defigns you for 
andenrich you to any degree he 
pleafes. Why then fhould you be 
difcouraged ? And how do you 
know but your prefent condition 
is allotted you in kindnefs, to hum- 


ble you, empty you of felf-depen- 
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dance, and bring you to caft your. 
{elves more entirely on God? If 
you depended on God, your prcf. 
ent caufes of trouble would not dif. 
courage you, you would ftill be 
trong in the Lord. It is then 
plain from your prefent difcourage. 
ments, you do not fufficiently de- 
pendon him. You then need the 
thorns which now tear you,to teach 
you not to be difcouraged at your 
own frailties and corruptions, and 
the ftrength of your enemies, while 
you mayrclyonthe{trength of God, 
to keep you fiom all felf-depend. 
ence hereatter. 

It is finful for Chriftians to har- 
bour any difcouragements to dif 
hearten them from duty,and a ftri@ 
and holy walk with God. it be- 
trays, their want of confidence ia 
him. 

Chrifians fhould abound in faith 
and praycr. ‘Thefe are the means 
to ole the fpecial interpofitions 
of God in their behalf. ‘They live 
by thefe, and by thefe, they are 
made ‘ftrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might, and may 
fafely undertake an holy life, with 
confidence of fuccefs.—O the ad- 
mirable mercy of God, to fuch in- 
conftant provoking finners ! 


MIKROS. 





To tHe Epitrors of tHe Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMAN, 

THE following thoughts, oa 
the fuperior excellency of the 
{criptures, are fent for a place in 
the Magazine, if they meet your 
approbation. 


E read inthe latter part, 

of the 2d verfe in the 

138th Pfalm, “ For thou haft mag- 
nified thy word, aboveall thy name.” 
Wonron in {cripture hath various 
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fionifications. In fome places it 
fionifies Chrift, in others the law, 
and in others the gofpel. But 
moft generally we are to under- 
tand by the everd the holy {crip- 
turcs in general. And thisis the 
meaning of, thy werd, m the a- 
bove facred paflage. Likewile, 
the name of God hath divers mean- 
ings. It fometimes fignifies any 
thing by which God maketh him- 
{elf known. And as the Apoftle 
calleth the contributions of the 
Church at Corinth their liberality, 
fo by the name of God (now under 
wrfideration )is meant his works 
of creation and common provi- 
dence, by which his glorious char- 
acter is made known. 

Certainly, all thy name cannot 
meanthe word ; for thea the paf- 
fage would read thus, for thou haft 
magnified thy word above all thy 
word. But if, by al! thy name is 
meant creation and common prov- 
idences, then the above paflage 
would read thus, for thow hafimag- 
nified, thy word,above all thy works 
of creation, and common provi- 
dence. This would make fenfe, 
and this itis humbly conceived, 
is the genuine meaning of the 
Pfalmitt. 

We live in an unbelieving age, 
when many under-value the word, 
andextol nature, human _philofo- 
phy, and the vifible creation far 
above it. But while the infidel 


his fuperior book, the infinite God 
macnifieth the believer’s bible far a- 
bove them. And let not worms 
affect to defpife that which the 
great Jehovah, fo extolleth adove 
ail his name 3 as it appears he doth 
his word. 

1. The Lord no where /peaketh 
fo honorably, of nature and crea- 
tion, as he doth of his written 
word. When {peaking of the 
heavens andearth, he faith, they 
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fall wax old, pafs away, and per- 
ih. And he calleth high fecting 
man in all his glory grafs, and a 
fading flower. And how do fuch 
expreflions, mortify the pride of 
man, and caft a difmal gloom on 
all the vifible creation ? But the 
Lord was never heard to fpeak af- 
terthis fort of his exalted word. 
When fpeaking of the magnified 
word, he faith, it fhall ftand for 
ever, it fhall not pafs away, tho’ 
all ficth thall fade and the heavens 
and earth be removed. Andit is 
eafy to fee how, that in fo fpcak- 
ing, the Lord doth magnify his 
word, far above the laws of na- 
ture, and all the material creation. 
2. TheLord givesfuperior hon- 
or to his word, in that he doth at 
all events make it good. ‘ Hath 
he fpoken, and fhall he not make 
it good ?”” Nations and. individu- 
al, are wont to fo under-valuetheir 
word as to give itup, or fuffer it 
to fail. It may bebought,or they 
will give it up in the day of temp- 
tation. And who ever felleth his 
werd for gold, magnifieth gold a- 
boveit. But the Lord hath fuch 
a value for his word, he cannot 
{uffer it to fail either as to time, or 
in any other refpect. He would 
fee all this lowercreationin flames, 
and ftop every wheel in provi- 
dence, before he would Jeta fylia- 
ble of his word fail; yes, before 
he would delay its accomplifhment 
afingle fecond. The twelve le- 
gion of Ancels were not fent, 
to relieve God’s fuffering Son, 
neither did Jefus afk for them, be- 
caufe a fulfilling of the fcripture 
{ftood in the way. And who can 
hear Jefus teftify, that “ heaven 
and earth fhall pafs away, before 
one jot or tittle, of the law fhall 
fail”? and fee the fhining legions 
{tand aloof from the fuffering fon 
of God, becaufe the fcripture 
ftoodin the way ef their flying as 
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on the wings-of a cherub for his 
relicf ; who can hear, and fee all 
this, and not exclaim, O how doth 
God magnify his word ! 

3. The Lord magnifieth his 
word above creation, and provi- 
dence, in this alfo, inthat he di- 
recteth us to it, in order to know 
his will, and our duty, and not to 
them. 

We cannot tcll fove, or hatred 
by common providence. Neither 
doth the Lord fend us to creation 
and the laws of nature, in order 
to have our doubts folved, and to 
learn what we mult do. But he 
‘ faith, “ tothe law and to the tef- 
timony.” ‘To this men are fent 
as to the good old way; as toa 
light that fhineth ina dark place, 
which is able unerringly to guide 
them in the path of wifdom and 
life. Jefus extolleth Mofes and 
the prophets, above the teftimony 
of one from the dead. In Deut. 
13. the written word is magnified 
above the miracles of an idolater. 
Aind the apoftle preferreth it to 
his, or the witnef$ of an angel from 
heaven. Avparent would beltow 
his greateft honor upon a book, in 
telling his children it was able to 
make them wife unto falvation. 


And intelling this wifdom was to- 


be found in this book, and in no 
other, how would he magnify it, 
above all other books ? And the 
Lord in fending men to his word; 
and to that only for wifdonr unto 
falvation, doth honor it: beyond 
expreffion ; while creation, philof- 
ophy, dreams, the witnefs of one 
from the dead, look dark and in- 
fignificant before the qword. 

4. The Lord fheweth his peca- 
liar regard for his word, in his 
promifes and bleflings beltowed on 
them who keep it, becaufe of their 
obedience. Such are honored 
with the title of wife men. They 
abide in God’s love, and have the 
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life that now is, and that which is 
to come. But God hath never 
thus bleffed any becaufe they pof- 
fefs this world, or are verfed in the 
laws of nature. But he will let 
the men of this world, the felf- 
glorifying philofopher, with thefe 
vifible heavens and earth, all per- 
ifh together, inthe great burning 
day. While, with eternal blef- 
fings, he will blefs them who have 
delighted in his word. And how 
doth God im this magnify his word 


above all the things of time ! 


5. The Lord doth manifeft his 
fuperior efteem for his word (and 
to efteem an object is to Konor it) 
in deftroying thofe who defpife it, 
for their difobedience. 

If the Lord did not efteem his 
word above the prefent world and 
its. things, he would no fooner 
condemn us for negle@ing it, than 
for being poor.and deftitute of nat- 
ural philofophy. There are many 
who would prefer a philofpber and. 
anda rich man, to a Chriftian who 
was rich in faith. The reafon isy. 
fuch people magnify riches, and’ 
philofophy, more than the bible. 
But while the Lord neither praif- 
eth men for being rich, and {kil- 
led iw philofophy, nor condemn- 
eth them for the want of thefe 
things, yet for defpifing his word, 
the Lord efteemeth them foolith, 
threateneth to blow them away.in 
the day of his anger like worthlefs 
chaff, and toburn them up with 
the tares. 

6.. The Lord beftoweth fuperi- 
or honor upon his word in grant- 
ing it the fpecial teftimony of his 
Holy Spirit. We do not hear of 
the Spirit’s being poured out on 
heathen lands though they were 
ever fo eminent for their knowl- 
edge in natural things. But God 
firlt fent his word in the days of 
the apoftles, and the Spirit was 
fhed forth with the word. And 








void; rather than that this fhould 


‘have the glory of al! the divine 
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the Lord dotit thus in all ages mag- | 
nify the holy {criptures. 

7. The Lord doth -magnify his 
aord above all the vifible creation, 
in giving his fon to die for the hon- 
or of his law. 

Had the vilible heavens and 
earth ftood in the way of the fin- 
ner’s falvation, God would have 
diffolved them, rather than have 
devoted up his fon, to the death 
of the crofs. But the Lord would 
not make his law, or his word 


be done, Jefus mutt die. 








8. The Lord doth magnify his | 
word above creation and provi- | 
dence, in making it the repofitory 
of all his unfearchable riches. 

The king honors that city mof | 
in which he beftows his peculiar 
treafures. And the Lord doth 
honor the word with all the rich- 
esof his glory. In the word we 


perfections, which he proclaimed 
to Mofes at the rock. Here is 
the true light which -abolifheth 
death, and bringeth to view eter- 
nal life. In the word we have all 
the graces of the Spirit, the par- 
don of fin, the true bread from | 
heaven, fatisfying waters, and all | 
the good of ‘the new covenant. 

And how do thefe and the dike 
things, which pertain to the true | 
riches, raife the value and glory | 
of the {criptures? How infignifi- | 
cant is all the perithing bread of 

this world, to the true bread from | 
heaven? 

Now there are two reafons why | 
the Lord doth thus magnify his 
word aboye all the things of time. | 
The firft is becaufe the holy ferip-' 
tures are moft excellent. 

Two things may be the work of | 
God, and yet one of them far the | 
molt valuable. God is the author | 
of the fpirit of a beatt as well as | 
of the foul of man; yct the foul | 
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of man is of unfpeakably more 
worth. And though the Lord is 
the author of the vifible creation, 
as well as of the word, yet the 
word infinitely exceeds in value. 
And hence itis that God doth fo 
magnify his word, not becaufe he 
is partial, but becaufe it is moft ex- 
cellent. 

2. The Lord doth thus extol 
his word becaufe it is of the great- 
eft importance it fhould be magni- 
fied. All the moral glory of 
God, and all the real happinefs of 
creatures depend upon it. A man 
may pulldown his houfe, or part 
with his farm, and ftill fupport his 
moral character. And God may 
dvown this world, or burn it, and 


-be glorious fill. But was he to 


undervalue his word, his moral 
glory muft fail with it. And as 
the ward is the rock on which 
Zion is ‘built, fo if the word is 
made void, the houfe of Zion 
muft fall with it. ‘Thus the glory 
of God, and his holy kingdom, 
which comprehendeth all the real 
good in the univerfe, depend on 
the word’s being magnified. Hence 
itisthat God doth thus magnify 
it. And how unlike to God muit 
they be who defpife and fpeak light 
of the fcriptures, or leave them 
for the things of time, and the 
fcience of man? Certainly fach 
were never born from above ; for 
all who have the Spirit of God, 
will be like him in magnifying the 
word, 

Again. How provoking to 
God, finful, and hazardous itt 
mut be to make light of the word ! 

if we pleafe, we may call a 
fruitful hill a barren heath ; or cail 
fuch a fpot rocky and worthlefs. 
We may in many refvects, ufe 
creat freedom in talking about cre- 
ation 3 and {peak of it, as tempo- 
ral and perifning. Butevery thing 
again(t the word, is agawit the 
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honor and life of God, and he 
that toucheth it, toucheth the ap- 
ple of his eye. 

Hence, let children, youth, 
and every one fun the feat and 
way of thofe who reject the divine 
teftimony, which God took fuch 
care of, as to keep it in the ark, 
within the moft holy place. But 
Jet all learn, by faiti and practice, 
to magnify the holy fcriptures, af- 
ter the example of Jefus, who in 
his three-fold dreadful combat, 


ufed no other weapon, except, 
“itis written.” 
PHILOLOGUS. 





For tHE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaAGAzIne. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 
HE words of the Apoftle 
1 Cor. xv. 19. “ Jf in this 
Life only we have hope in Chrifh, 
we are of all men moft miferable?? 
are often brought forward by en- 
quiring minds for explanation. 
They are doubtlefs liable to be mif- 
underftood unlefs carefully attend- 
ed to—and it is probable that fin- 
ners may have often drawn conclu- 
fions from them to confirm their 
prejudices again{t a life of religion, 
as being a painful and un happy lite 
and attended with more evils in 


the prefent world, than a life of 


fin. There are two con{tructions 
which are often put upon the words, 
both of which it is prefumed are 
talfe, and if received, would be 
prejudicial to the caufe of religion. 
One is, that Chriftians while in this 
life are in general the moit unhap- 
py and miferable of mankin; d—and 
that there is no motive to embrace 
and prattife Chriftianity, except 
the retribution of a future {tate 
But this conftrution is incon fit- 
ent with the general tenor of ferip- 
ture, and with fa&t and expericnce. 
The {criptures abundantly teftity in 
favor of religion as it refpects our 


[Nor. 


happinefs in the prefent life. hoy 











teflily that wi ifiom's w: 2ys are 
ways of pleafaninefs, and all her 
paths peace.” ‘That godlincts 

with contentment, 13 creat cain— 
hae i is profitable to allt; aving 
the promife of the Hf: that now iz, 
as well as that which is to come.” 
It is inconfiftent with thefe and nu. 
merous other paffages of like im- 
port w hich might be cited, to fup- 
pote that Choriftians in general and 
in ordinary times, experience le fg 
real enjoyment or fubitantial h tppi- 
nefs in the prefent life, thaa others. 
It is inconfiftent alfo with fa&, or 
the exptrience of Chriitians. The 
uaiverfal tellimony of thofe who 
cordially embrace the gofpel, is 
that they find a happinefs in the 
knowledge, love and fervice of 
God which they never before ex- 
erienced—and which, if they 
oom their hearts, they would not 
relinquifh, for all the joys, pleaf- 
ures, and profperity of this world 
—even tho’a refufal might expofe 
them to the greateft perfecutions 
and outward afflictions. 

The other conftruétion, or ex- 
pofition given to thefe words, re- 
ferred to above, isthis 5 that they 
arc to be underliood as confined to 
the apoftles and primitive Chrif- 
tians ; or thofe who fuffer fimiler 
afflictions and perfecutions—and 
imply that fuch, fo far as . niger 
the prefent life, are = iy S vch- 
clon, and the molt unhappy of man- 
kind. But this idea, tho perhaps 
the moit generally prevalent, is fia 
irom beim accordine to the truth. 


‘ 
The ape ofties > Chile 
bay ‘and mony mm “ea periods 
have fuffere od wecultar afhictions and 
periccutions , from a wicked para- 
tine and fcofting world.—-ibut they 
enjoved J)atin retigton winch fup- 
ported them, and more than coun- 
terbalanced thofe evils. Aercci- 

|! bly to the words 0: Chri, ‘Toh 
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16. 33. “7 hefe things have I -_ and inward j peace and joy, by 
fpoken unto you, that in ms ye | the gracious influences and com. 
might have peace. In the world ye fons of Cod’s {oirit, and in the 
hall have ¢ribulation, but be of good exercife of that benevolent affec- 
cheer, } have overcome the world.” | tion by which he enters into, and 


As Chrift here predicted, fo i: was 
in fact. In the world they had 
tribulation ; as Chrift kad been de- 
frifed and rejeéted of men, fo they 
weredefvifed for con fefing him, and 
their name wascaft out. They were 
perfecuted—and fuffcred the lofs of 
all thines—yet in him they Aad 
eaces Such was their hope and 
‘confidence in Chrift who had cver- 
come the world, that they were 
of caod cheer—t} hey could rejoice, 
and even glory in tribulation.” 
Therefore the apottle fays, fpeak- 
ing of his fufferings and his confo. 
lations—“ as forrowful, yet at WAYS 
rejoicing” —and again * Lam filled 
with comfort, I am exceeding joy- 
ful in all our tribulation” —< For 
as me Parca of Chrift abound in 
us ; fo our Confolation alfa, abound- 
eih b ChrifP?—Y ea, it 1s repreien- 
ted by Chi “ft, that thofe who cheer- 
fully fubmit to perfecution and tem- 
~ 1 loffes and fufferings for his 
fake fhall be great gainers, cven in 
the prefent lite. Mark x. 29) 3 3°- 
“ Verily I fay unto you, there ts 
no man that hath left houfe or 
brethren or fifters, or father or 
mother, or wife or children or 


lands (i. e. has been Geprived of 


or fuffered the lofs of thefe things 
and fubmitted ) for my fake'and the 
gofpel’s—but he fhall receive an 
hundred fold, new, in this time, 
houfes and brethren and filters and 
mothers and children and lands 
evith ) per fecutions—and in the world 
to come, eternal life.’ 


Here Chrift plainly declares that 


tho a perfon may fuffer the lofs of 


all external enjoyments, bere dif- 
erelf d and pe rfecuted Fat his fake, 
vet amidft all his lofles and peile- 
utions, he fhall have fuch fatisfac- 
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enjoys a ithe happincfs of others 
as will be an hundred fold advan- 
tage to he in the pref nt world. 
So : nftead of being “ of all 
men molt  mifersble™ che apoftles 
and p;imitive Chriftians, and all 
who have fuffered the lofs of all 
things for Chri, in whatever age 
they may h ave lived, have enjoyed 
an hundred fold more happinefs, 
even in the prefent life, than they 
wor wok have enjoyed had they con- 
tinued pofk fled of all thofe outward 
condi of which they were de- 
prived, and in a fpirit of felfiflinefs, 
had refufed to part with them for 
Chrift and his caufe. But if we 
are not to underftand the apoftle 
as Meaning to intimate, either that 
Chriftians in general, or the apof- 
tles and primitive Chriftians, who 
lived in times of perfecution, and 
fuffered moft were onthe whole, 
as to real happinefs and enjoyment 
of mind, lofers by Chriftianity, 
in the prefent life what then, is 
the meaning of the words? An at- 
tention to the {co ype and fubject of 
the apoltle? S reafoning i in the chap- 
ter containing the words, will afit 
in anfwering this gueftion. The 
fubjeét upon which the apoitle was 
ating, was the erroneous fenti- 
— embrace d, or favored by fome 
to whom he wrote, that there would 
a no refurrection from the dead 
nor any future itate of retribution. 
Ja order to confute this error he 
intimated in the firlt place the ine 
confit tency of deny ving, or coubt- 
ine of the refurrection of the dead, 
and vot ny the 


hes ‘net ae OA 
admit! refurreCtion 


of Chrif, as it feems fome of 
them did. * Now if Chriit be 
ee that he refe from the 
dead, how fay fome ameng you, 
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that there is no refurreétion of the 
dead? For if there be no refurrec- 
tion of the dead, then is Chrift 
not rifen.”” ‘Taking it for granted 
therefore, that the doétrine of the 
refurrection of the dead would be 
fufficiently eftablithed, if the -ef- 
urredtion of Chrift was proved, 
the apoftle proceeded to fupport 
this truth, by {tating fome of the 
confequences which would follow 
from a denial of it. ‘ If Chrift 
be not rifen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is alfo vain— 
ye are yet in your fins.” 

The apoftle feems here to appeal 
to the confciences and feelings of 
Chriftians. As if he had faid— 
«If Chrift is not rifen, then his 
promife has failed, and he is not 
the fon of God—fo that all our 
preaching that there is falvation in 


‘him, has been a vain thing, and 


has never been accompanied with a 
divine power and efficacy—your 
faith allo, is a mere delufion—It 
was not wrought by his fpirit— 
You have never been brought out 
of darknefs into light, by the gof- 
pel, nor to a fandtified and pardon- 
ed ftate—but are yet in your fins.’ 
As the apoftle knew that every re- 
al Chriftian would be confcious 
that alJ, or molt of thefe confe- 
quences were falfe, he rightly fup- 
pofed that upon the leaft reflection 
they would rejeé& the fentiment 


from which they flowed. Butas | 


this would be fatisfactory to none 
dut real Chriftians, he proceeded 
to ftate anothet confequence, re- 
{peéting which an appeal might be 
made to all—“ Yea, and we are 
found fale witneffes of God ; be- 
caufe we have teftificd of God, 
that he raifed up Chrift ; whom 
he raifed not up if the dead rife 
not.” 

It is evident that the apoftles, 
and the great number of primitive 
Chriftians mentioned in the fore 
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part of this chaptcr, who teftified 
that they had in fuch a variety of 
inftances feen, handled, and con- 
verfed with Chrift after his refur- 
rection, could not be deceived. 
If Chrift was not rifen, they were 
all falfe witnefles and deceivers— 
which confidering all circumftan. 
ces, and their felf-denial and fuffer- 
ings in the caufe, is incredible to 
fuppofe, and abfolutely impofible. 
And it is conceived that the words 
under confideration, were added 
to fhow the unreafonablenefs and 
abfurdity of fuch a fuppofition. 
“If in this life only, we have 
hope in Chrift, we are of all men 
moft miferable.”” The import of 
which is this—*‘ If we are falfe wit- 
neffes, and know that Chiri(tis not 
rifen, and have no hope or expe&- 
ation of any thing from him, or 
our profefing his name, except 
fome temporal good to be obtained 
in this life, we are voluntarily ma- 
king ourfelves the moft miferable 
of men—and aéting the part of 
the higheft folly and madnefs. 
For upon this fuppofition we have 
nothing within to fupport us ; and 
there is nothing to be expected 
from a future ftate. We have not 
even the fupport ofa delufive hope, 
whatever we may fuppofe that to 
be ; for by the fuppofition, we 
know the whole to-be an impofture. 
—And yet we are, for Chrift, 
plunging ourfelves into the greatelft 
evils and afflictions, and even jeop- 
arding our lives—and many have 
already laid down their lives in fup- 
port of their teftimony.? This 
then, in brief, is the fcope of the 
apaitle’s reafoning—If the dead 
rife not, then Chrilt is not rifen— 
and if Chrift is not rifen, then 
your faith is vain—we are falje 
witneffes and deceivers—and know- 
ing this, we have nothing to fup- 
port us—no hope of any reward 
for gur adherence to Chrift, ex- 
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cept what we get in this life, and 
that is only contempt, perfecution, 
poverty, wretchednefs and death. 
The conclufion which the apoftle 
fuppofed would be drawn by every 
rational mind, is, that as thefe con- 
fequences are falfe and abfurd, and 
abfolutely incredible, therefore the 
principle which leads to them is 
talfe and pernicious. If the preach- 
ing of the gofpel is not vain, but 
has been attended with a divine 
power and efficacy, and has bro’t 
thoufands to love and embrace 
truth againit which every feeling 
and bias of the natural heart is at 
enmity—If the faith of Chriftians 
is not a vain thing, but flows from 
a divine principle by which they are 
enabled to overcome the world, 
and to glory in tribulation—And 
efpecially, if the apoftles and prim- 
tive Chriftians who teftified to the 
fact of Chrift’s refurreétion, were 
not falfe witneffes and deceivers— 
to fuppofe which, would be to fup- 
pofe that they voluntarily plunged 
into wretchednefs, and defigned 
to make themfelves * of all men 
mo{t miferable’’ both here, and 
hereafter—+then it will follow, that 
Chrift is arifen, and is divine— 
That the fcriptures alfo are divine, 
and every doétrine they contain, 
the truth—One of which, of very 
great importance, is, the refurrec- 
tion of the dead ; that they who 
fleep in Chrift have not perifhed, 
but fhall be raifed, “* every man in 
his own order: Chrift the firft 
fruits, afterward they that are 
Chrifts, at his coming.” 


PHILOS. 





To tHe Epitors or THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


ONE of your correfpond- 
ents has defired an explanation of 


1 Cor. xv. 29. Efe what Shall 


they do who are baptized for the 
dead, if the dead rife not at all ? 
Why are they then baptized for the 
dead. If you think the following 
opinion, amongft the great variety 
which have been advanced upon 
this obfcure paffage of f{cripture, 
is worthy of confideration, you 
are at liberty to publith it. 


HE exprefhon baptized for 

the dead may fairly be read 
baptized for the fake, or on account 
of the dead. Chriftian baptifm is 
baptifm into the name of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, this is baptifm for his 
fake, or on his account. The apof- 
tle is here vindicating the doctrine 
of the refurrection againft the cav- 
ils of profeffed Chriftians, who 
were fo far perverted: as to deny 
that dodtrine. His argument ap- 
pears to be this. All Chriftians 
are baptized into the name of the 
Lord Jefus, and you all profefs to 
beiieve, that the rite of baptifmy. 
into his name, is divinely inftituted, 
and effentialin the {cheme of Chrif- 
tian doétrine. How then fay fome 
-amongft you that there is no refur- 
rection of the dead ? For, if there 
be no refurrection of the dead, 
then is Chrift not rifen, and if 
Chrift be not rifen, then is. our 
preaching vain, your faith is alfo. 
vain, your baptifm, into the name 
of Chriit, by which you received: 
the name and chara&er of Chrif- 
tians, is vain ; for in flead of your 
being baptized into the name of a 
divine perfon, the Lord of life, 
you are baptized into the name of 
a dead man, who, fo far from be- 
ing able to help and fave you, mutt,. 
on your principles, forever remain 
himfelf under the dominion of 
death. Such opinions then are 
utterly inconfiftent with the Chrif- 
tian profeflion and hope. This 
reafoning, it is conceived, mutt, 
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their Chriftian profefiion, be whol- 
ly couclulive. 

But to this it may be objected, 
thet and apaiie's languag re molt 


uals only ; we - all bes y ck », &c. 
and not to Chriitians genera ly, as 
this conitruGion fup poics ; 4 but I 
appeal to the reader, —e It 
offers any violence to the words to 
apply iliem to all bepiohit Ch if. 
tians. What fhall they, or all 
fach dos who ave baptized for the 
dead ? "Lhe application is not ne- 
cellarily limited by force of 
the term itlelf; its extent then 
mult be determined by the feope of 
the apeflle’ s reafoning. frgain 

It may be objected, that the 
Greek word tranflated dead is plu- 
ral ; and fuit cannot refer to an 
individual, or to Jcfus Chrift alone. 

But there feems not to be much 
weight in this objection. The 
words, though in the interrocatory 
form, contain this general propo- 
fition. “They who are baptized 
for the dead, are baptized in vain, 
or to po perpofe. This, in the 
torm of a ge neral propofit ion, is | 
truce of all the dead, but itis true | 
aiio of any of the dead in particu- 
lar. No mode of reafoning is | 
more common or more jegitimate | 
than that from generals to particu- 
Jars. A Miarcionite, who had 
been baptized in the name of a 
dead relation, might be very per- 
form of a 
gencral propolition, that a perxfon 
could derive no advantage from 
being baptized for the dead, if the 
dead rife not ; and if he faw the 
truth of the general propofition, 
nothiag more could be neceffury to 
be faid, to convince him of his er- 
ror in the exifting particular cafe. 
And I fee no reaion why the fame 
general propotition might not, with 
equal pertinence, be urged to con- 
wince any baptized Chiiktiany who 
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fhould deny the doétrine of the 
refurrection, of the inutility, on his 
principles, of his baptifm in the 


.waime of the Lord Jefus. 


OMICRON, 





in account of a work of divine 
‘gract, ina revival of religion, 
iu the a of retanahy Dif- 
tr: of ATatws, in the years 17 59 
and 1890, simattalensell to ‘the 
Editors by the Rev. Fonatitazx 
Berven of that town. 


GENTLIMEN, 

WE read your excellent, in- 
tractive, Evan; sclical Magazine. 
The accounts in ‘it of feri rlous ¢li- 
quiry y, and religious reformation, in 
various parts or our land are inter- 
efting. Revivals of piety are in- 
dicative of the diftinguifhing mercy 
and goodnefs of God, towards an 
apoitate world. When finners re- 
turn to God, and become the heirs 
of his grace, angels rejoice, and 
all heaven is glad. * There is joy 
in heaven, over one finner that re- 
penteth.”? Wherever there is a 
revival of religion, the peace and 


bleffednefs of fome immortal fouls 


are fecured for eternity. It is ho- 


| ped the foliowing brief account of 
a worn of God’s holy Spirit, 


in a 
revival of religion in chis place, 
will be pleafing to the Editors, and 
conduce to gladden the hearts of 


, 4 
Vol r pid us I rea aerTs. 


N the mouth of October 1799, 

I came a licenfed candidate, 

for the work of the miniftry, into 
tins town, the fituation of which 
was.truly deplorable in regard to 
eligion, as 1s the cafe, with refer- 
enc? to many towns in this vicinity 
at prefent. Here was no fteady 
fabbath-worfhip. Here was a di- 
vided people, negle& of religion, 
prophaned fabbaths, corrupt feati- 
ments, forgettulnefs of God, and 
a gencral unconcern about the fal. 
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vation of the foul. The inhabi- 
tants in general were fecure in fin. 
Infidelity prevailed ; and few were 
heard to enquire, “ What muft I 
do to be faved 2”? Innovators in re- 
Jigion, met with reception ; the 
doftrines of grace, were difcoun- 
tenanced ; the general afpeét of 
things was gloomy $ a dark cleud 
was fufpended over the town ; im- 
picties abounded ; God’s goodnefs 
was unheeded ; and his mercy un- 
afked. 

The firft fabbath in Nov. 1799, 
was a day diftinguifhed, for a gen- 
eral folemnity, inour congregation. 
The people feemed attentive to 
hear the gofpel difpenfed. A gen- 
eral awe was vifible on their minds. 
Sacred, awful truths feemed by 
fome to be felt. One woman be- 
came convinced of her fin and mif- 
ery. She fonndno more peace of 
mind, until, being made fenfible 
of her ruined ftate, and her perfect 
dependance on the foveteiga, elec- 
ting grace of God, flie hopefully 
received the Saviour. At this time 
ferious enquiry began to be made ; 
and heavenly and divine realities 
began to be attended to. Here 
and there one enquired, ‘Is there 
any thing in religion, befides the 
external forms ? Is not vital ex- 
perimental godlinefs, fomething 
more than mere pretence 2?” A fpir- 
ke of grace and of fupplication was 
poured out upofh the pious few. 
The beginning of a reformation 
was evident. ‘The fabbath becamé 
an intetefting and important day. 
Before this, it had been devoted 
to vifits, relaxation and mirth. 
Pains were now taken to appear in 
the Sanduary. Inftructions were 
unufually heeded. Eternal con- 
cerns occupied individual attention. 
Infidelity looked on, and wonder- 
ed. Eternal mifery was feared, 
and the throne of mercy addreffed. 
But God manifefted by his fpirit, 

Vou. Il. No, 5. 
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that fome finners were to be fnatch- 
ed from deferved wrath, and made 
the trophies of fovereign, vifori- 
ous grace. As a confequence of 
the outpouring of the divine fpirit, 
a goodly number of every age, fex, 
and charaéter have found confo- 
lation in the things of religion, and 
are anticipating, we truft on a right 
foundation, celeftial bleffednefs be- 
yond the grave. May the number 
be increafed ; reformation {till be 
carried on ; prayerlefs families and 
prayerlefs perfons, fee their dan- 
ger ; and become converted unto 
God ! 

Some obfervations relative to 
the feelings and exercifes, of thofe 
who have come to an underftand- 
ing of their deplorable condition, 
itmay be proper to notice. While 
under conviction, they have been 
brought to realize the total depravi- 
ty of the heart ; and their pain of 
mind has been exquifite. They 
would often afk, “ What muft I do 
to be faved ? Where:fhall J look for 
help ? How efcape the mifery I de- 
ferve ?” The idea of being expo- 
fed to mifery greatly affected them. 
They could not lie down to reft; 
without a fearful apprehenfion of 
awaking in mifery. The thoughts 
of eternity filled them with pain. 
Their language would often be, 
where have I been ? What have I 
been doing ? How have I mifim- 
proved holy time, God’s word, 
and providences ? They complain- 
ed of 4 heart oppofed to God, to 
his Jaw, his government, his Son 
and all good people. They felt op- 
pofed to the doétrines of grace. 
They could not endure the thought 
of being wholly dependant on fove- 
reign mercy, for alvation. They 
efteemed God’s law fevere; his 
ways unjuft and unequal. It is 
hardly poffible to exprefs their a- 
verfion to divine fovereignty, and 
ye grace. The very idea provo- 
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ked them. At the fame time, 
they were fenfible that noarguments 
could induce them to receive the 
gofpel of life. Lay before them 
the willingnefs of God to thew 
them mercy, the fuiiciency of 
Chrift’s righteoufneds, his calls, in- 
Vitations and remonitvances, the 
arguments drawn from the unrea- 
fonab‘enels of fin, the pleafures of 
piety, the fhortnefs of haman life, 
the certainty of death, the felem- 
nity of the grave, the rewards of 
righteoufnefs, the everlafting mile- 
ry ef the ungodly, and {till they 
would remain oppofed, and defpite 
the way of life. Notwithitanding 
this, they were fenfible, that un- 
lefs God, interpofed for their de- 
liveranct, their final mifery was 
certain. Whuie laboring under 
the terrors of the law often would 
they fay, my hard heart will land 
me in hell. O my foul how mife- 
rable ! All heaven is againit me ! 
In converfation, fometimes they 
would fay, I am about determined 
no more to attend public worthip, 
it will only aggravate my condem- 
nation. ‘Their obliumacy and oppo- 
fition were more confpicuous, when 
God appeared for others, ard con- 
vertedtheirhearts tothe truth. In 
fuch cafes, they would raife a thou- 
fand ebjections. Like finners of 
old, thet language would be, “The 
way of the Lord is not equal.” 
Suil they felt and acknowledged 
that they had forfeited the mercy 
and favour of God, and that their 
hearts were ftubbornly eppofed to 
the wey of falvation by JefusChrilt. 

What is werthy of remark, ev- 
ery rifing of heart againft God, 
Chrift and falvation, was followed 
with the moit peinful remon{tran- 
ces of confctence for having oppo- 
fed the ways ef God; who, their 
reafon and underftanding taught 
them, wasworthy of fupreme regard 
andpraife. ‘The perfonswho hope 
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that their fins are pardoned, are 
very diflident ; but at times think 
they can rejoice in the following 
truths : That there is one eternal, 
felf-exiftent, almighty, and glori- 


ous firtt caufe of all things. They 
‘are pleafed that he ads as Sapreme. 


They fee this good and holy being 
manifclted in every objeét around 
them. O how willing were they to 
fpeak forth his praife, as holy, 
juft, aad good ; as blefled forever 
more. it gave them joy that all 
things were in his hands. His 
goverament was the government of 
their choice. They rejoiced that 


' he could glorify himfelt ; and they 
. wondered why they had not been 


praifing God for his excellent 
greatnefs and plory, and his uni- 
verfal goverument. They feemed to 
fay in their hearts, “* The Lord 
reigneth let the earth rejoice, let 
the multitude of ifles be glad 
thereof.” That God fhould reign 
in the moft fovereign manner, they 
efteemedreafonable, & chatall things 
thould be at his divine and gracious 
difpofal : in this connexion, they 
faw his law to be holy, juft and 
good, perfectly right and glorious, 
in requiring the fupreme adectioa 
of the human foul. Chrift appear- 
ed glorious in having died to mag- 
nify the law and make it honorable, 
and in fupporting God’s divine gov- 


ernment, falvation in a fovereicn 


way how precious! In this way 
God gets all the glory while man 
is made happy. 

One effect of this revival has 
been an attention to the important 
duty of family religion. In many 
families where God was wholly 
difregarded, the morning and eve- 
ning facrifice is now regularly paid. 
The time alfo of many, which was 


formerly fpent in the ways of fin, 


and in the vanities of life, is now 
{pent in pleading the divine promi- 
fesin behalf of the church ; and 
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in fupplicating the outpouring of , 
the fpirit to awaken, convince, 
and renew the hearts of finners. 
And many find by their own ex- | 
perience that toferve God is de- | 
lightful and a prayerful lifepleafant. 
“| am, Gentlemen, 
with much refpe@, 
yours, &c. 
Jonatuan Betpen. 





Shetches of the charaéter, hfe and 
death of the Rev. Sanver Bu- 
kit, D. D. late pajler of the 
Church, at Eah-Hampton, on 
Lone-I[s1anp. 


{Continued from page 151.] 


REAT and dittinguifhed as 

J were the fidelity, diligence 
and zeal of Doétor Buell, his fue- 
cefs was full more extraordinary. 
To difplay his adorable fovereign- 
ty, and exclude all glorying in 
men or means, it pleafed God to 
fufpend, in a great meafure, the fpe- 
cial infuences of his Spirit from 
his people, for a number of the 
firft years of his miniftry. His | 
Jabors, which elfewhere had pro- | 
ved fo fignally efficacious for 
the conviction of finners and their 
converfion, feemed here to be 
without effe&. But he was after- | 
wards more fignally owned as a 
minifter of fpiritual good, to his 
own people, than he had ever been 
to others. 

Under his miviftry, there were 
three particular f{eafons of the great 
and remarkable effufion of the fpir- 
it of God. The firft, which was 
the moft fignal, took place in the 
year 1764. This revival of reli- 
gion, renee. ene with great pow-" 
er, extended thro all parts of the 
congregation. The whole town 
was deeply mnprefled ; and the 
the attention of all was, ‘in a moft 
folemn manner, arrefted to the af- 
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, preached abu ndantly by the Doc. 


tor himfelf, aud many other minif. 
ters, from various parts of the 
country, was attended with the 
meft furprifing efedts—and multi. 


i tudes were hopefully converted. 


There were added to the Church, 
at one tinte, no Iefs than ninety 
nine perfons, all credibly profefiing 
faving ¢ grace ; befides phn 1y, who 
afterwards and before joined them- 
felres to the Lord And fiuch 
were the bleffed fruits of this revi- 
val that the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and‘as 
it were, had all things common. 
The two other feafons were lefs ex- 
traordinary, but ftill remarkable. 
The conviétions of multitudes were 
ftiong and powerful; and many 
hopefal fubjefts of falvation were 
added tothechurch. ‘Thefe times 
of refrefhing from the prefence of 
the Lord took place, the one in 
1785, and the other in 1791, and 
in both there was great fpiritual joys 
thro the’ town. Before and be- 
tween thefe remarkable periods, 
his miniftry was not without effect ; 
but, from time to time, finners were 
bro’t home to God and faints were 
greatly refrefhed, ftrengthened and 
animated in the divine life. So 
that to a very large proportion of his 
congregation he wasa fpiritual father 

After what has been faid, it 
will be prefumed that Doctor Bu- 
cll was happy in his people. ‘This 
was indeed the cafe. He polfe f. 
fed their confidence in a high de- 
gree. ‘I'hey were at peace among 
themfelves, and he was among 
them without fear. 

Inthe tevolutionary war, when 
the Ifland fell into the hands of th 
snemy, (i 776) and many were 
flying trom it, he tho’t it his duty 
to continue with his people: and 
his pradent and vigorous + wren 
were highly bene Ecial, no only t 
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He faithfully improved his utmoft | 
_ influence in favor of the oppreffed, 
and often with fuccefs. 


By his in- 
ftrumentality many impofhble de- 
mands of the enemy were recal- 
fed, and many rigorous ones aba- 
ted. Such was his aétivity, in 
thefe refpeéts, as often fubjected 
him to the refentment of the infe- 
rior officers and foldiers ; and more 
than once imminently endangered 
his life. In no period was he, per- 
haps, more ufeful, than the pref- 
ent. In temporal as well as {pirit- 
ual things, he was the father of 
his people, and the care of all the 
churches lay upon him, as there was 
but one minifter, within forty miles 
of him, able to do fervice, and he, 
thro the infirmities of age, was 
confined to his own congregation. 
Door Buell’s attention to the 
caufe of Zion was not confined to 
his own people. He had a tender 
concern for the interefts of the 
church, at large. He deeply felt 
the importance of maintaining un- 
jon among the churches. He was 
a Prefbyterian, and punctual in at- 
tending prefbyterial meetings, even 
in his advanced age ; and in this, 
as well as other refpects, was high- 
ly ufeful. The mildnefs of his 
temper, the ftrength of his judg- 
ment, and his high reputation for 
uprightnefs and piety, rendered 
him of eminent ufe in accommo- 


dating differences in the churches. | 
He was known and refpected 


abroad. His publications were 
fourteen fermons, preached upon 
particular important fubje¢ts and 
occafions, and a narrative of the 
‘work of God, among his own 
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degree of Doéttor of Divinity, 
from Dartmouth College. 
Asto Doé&tor Buell’s more pri- 

vate character, he poflefied a very 

happy natural difpofition. His 

genius was uncommonly fprightly, 

and he was eminently formed for 

activity in his day and generation, 

This appears thro his whole life, 
and conf{titutes a prominent feature, 
in his character. ‘* Whatever his 
hand found to do he did it with his 
might.” ‘Thefe qualities were 
highly improved, and happily di- 
recied by the laws of Chrittianity. 
Of Chriftian graces and duties he 
was a pattern to the fluck over 
which the Holy Ghoft had made 
him overfeer. His heart being 
enlarged by divine grace, he was 
diftinguifhed for public fpirit. His 
ears were open to the cries of the 
poor, and the demands of the pub- 
lic good, in church and flate. Of 
this, as well as his love to {cience, 
Clinton Academy, in Eaft-Hamp- 
ton, isa monument. Of that in- 
{titution he was the father and pat- 
ron. He was nolefs diftinguifhed 
for Chriftian moderation, and felf- 
government. His appetites and 
pafhons were happily fubjccted to 
the laws of reafon, and the gofpel ef 
Chrift. Of his having excelled 
| in this refpeét, were there no oth- 
ler evidence, the candor, ferena 
| cheerfulnefs and equanimity, which 
he eminently retained tothe lait 
ot his days, would be a decided 
proof. He was much of the Gen- 
| tleman as weil as Chriftian—pof- 
felled a large fund of improving 
and entertaining anccdotes, and 
his company was inftructive and 








people, in 1764. They are ans pleafing to perfons of every age. 


expreffion of a ftrong mind, and 
ardent piety ; and have been read, 
with pleafure and advantage, by 
the lovers of experimental religion. 
As amark of the public efteem 


he received, in the year 1791, the 


[n his various relations, as hufband, 
parent, mater, friend and netgh- 
bour, he was peculiarly affectionate 
and happy. His houfe was a 
manfion of hofpitality, and no 
man received and enjoyed his 
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friends with greater cheerfulnefs 
and pleafure. 

But in no refpeét was Doétor 
Buell more dittinguithed, than for 
a fpirit of devotion. He always 
entertained a high opinien ef the 
power and efficacy of prayer. As 
he was abundant in exciting others 
to abound in this rational, profita- 
ble and delightful exercife, fo he 
abounded in it himfelf. He enter- 
tained a deep habitual fenfe of his 
dependence upon God for every 
biefling ; and was difpofed to ac- 
knowledge and truft in him, under 
all the changing circumftances of 
life. Thus, in the manufcript fer- 
mon, preached upon the death of 
his firft wife, after enumerating the 
changes in his family, he adds “ I 
hope your candor will not deem it 
oftentation for me to fay, that my 
comforts were received with pray- 
er, praife, and the joy of trem- 
bling, and have been parted with 
(however nature might oppofe) 
with prayer, fubmiflion, and, at laft, 
praife.” A praying frame he al- 
ways confidered as a very necefla- 
ry part of preparation for the fanc- 
tuary, without which, the exer- 


cifes of the pulpit, which were | 


commonly his delight and life, 
were burdenfome. 

Soon after his fettlement at 
Eaft-Hampton he married Mifs 
Jerufha Meacham daughter of the 
Rev. Jofeph Meacham, of Cov- 
entry ; with whom he lived about 
twelve years. After her death 
he contracted a fecond marriage 
with Mifs Mary Mulford, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Elifha Mulford of 
Eaft-Hampton; with whom he 
lived twenty-two years. And af- 
ter her death, he {till contracted a 
third marriage with Mifs Mary 
Miller, daughter of Mr. Jeremi- 
ah Miller of Eaft-Hampton, who 
furvives him. 

Doétor Buell was, perhaps, as 
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much diftinguifhed for the manner 
in which he fuffered, as for the 
manner in which he did the will 
of God. -As the joys, fo the for. 
rows, of his life, were great and 
peculiar—He was the fubject of 
many fore bereavements. In ad- 
dition to the lofs of two wives, in 
both of whom he was very happy, 
he was called to bury eight chil- 
dren, which, in connexion with 
four fervants, made the deaths in 
his family no lefsthan fourteen. 
Under thefe bereavements, fome 
of which were in the higheft de- 
gree affecting, he difplayed the 
moft exemplary Chriftian fortitude. 
By faith he eyed the hand of God 
and was fubmiflive. His perfonak 
forrows did not interrupt the duties 
of his public miniftry. It appears 
to have been his practice to preach 
upon the occafion of the deaths, 
which took place in his family, la- 
boring to improve them for the 
benefit of his people. Two of 
his fermons, on thefe occafions, he 
publifhed, in which may be feen 
the {weet compofure of mind and 
refignation of {pirit, which were 
common with him, in fuch fea- 
fons.* 

He was favored with uncom- 





* The one upon the death of his 
daughter, Mrs. Conkling, a woman of 
diftinguifhed accomplifhments, and em- 
inent piety, who died Feb. 1782. Some 
account of her character, life and death 
is annexed to the fermon. The other 
upon the death of an only fon named 
Samuel, who died of the fmail pox 
Feb. 1787, aged «6 years. He wasa 
youth of excellent parts, and true pi- 
ety—had made confiderable advances 
in his claffical education, and the Doc- 
tor juftly indulged raifed hopes of him 
not only asto the fupport of his name 
and family, but 2s his fucccffor in the 
miniftry. Memoirs of his life and 
death are to be fcen at the end of the 
fermon, 
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mon health of body, and found- 
nefs of mind, to the laft of his 
day. To this the ftrict rules of 
temperance, which he ‘always ob- 
ferved, without doubt, very much 
contributed. ‘The day he was 
eighty years old, he rode fourteen 
miles, preached, and returned 
home at evening. It was his pray- 
er that he might not outlive his 
ufefulnefs ; and it was fignally an- 
fwered. He preached the fab- 
bath but one before his death. 
His laft illnefs was fhort, and tho’ 
fevere, lefthim in the full poffef- 
fion of his reafon. This was man- 
ifefted in the juftnefs and propriety, 
of the exhortations and advices, 
which he adminiftered to thofe 
who were about him. In his laft 
hours he was favored with the fen- 
fible fupports and confolations of 
that gofpel which he had fo long 
and with fuch glorious fuccefs 
preached to others. The more 
particular {tate of his mind, in this 
folemn extremity, maybe feen in 
the following extract of the fer- 
mon preached upon the occalion of 
his death. “ He faid that his 
raind was. in perfect peace, and 
feemed never to have enjoyed a 
more triumphant faith. He ap- 
peared to have imprejizons upon his 
mind concerning the giory of the 
Church as haftening on, which he 
wifhed t5 communicate, but conid 
not for want of ftrength. He 


defired alfo to {peak much to thofe | 


about him, upca the fubjeci of 
having 2n intercft in Chrift, the 
impotrance of which, as it then 
appeared to him, he faid, was un- 
utrerable. He had no defires to 
recover, but to depart, and be with 
Chrift. He viewed himfelf, he 
frid, as now pafling Jordan’s ttood, 
and within a ftep, as it were, of 
the promifed land ; and the tho’t 
of returning again into the wilder- 
nels, was pamtulto hum. When 
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afked, at one time, concerning the 
ftate of his mind, he requefted 
his friends, in order to obtain it, 
to read the 17th chapter of John, 
repeating feveral times the 24th 
ver. © Father I will that they alfo 
whom thou haft given me be with 
me where lam; that they may be- 
hold my glory, which thou haf 
given me.” ‘Toward the laft, he 
repeatedly obferved that he felt all 
earthly connexionsto be diflolved ; 
and his foul appeared to be drawn 
with fuch {trength and pleafure, to 
the glorious world of light, that 
he could not bear to be interrupte 
by the affiduities of his friends, 
who were feeking to adminifter to 
his perifhing duft—frequently put- 
ting them afide with one hand, 
whilft the other was raifed to hear- 
en, where his eyes and his foul 
were fixed. And in this happy 
frame he continued, till the prog- 
refs of his diferder wholly depri- 
ved him of the power of fpeech.”’ 
On Thurfday, July 19, 1798, ke 
obtained his releafe from the cares 
and forrows of mortality, and en- 
tered, as we have the fulleft reafon 
to believe, into the joys of his 
Lord. 


His funeral was attended, the 
next day, by the neighboring 
minifters, his own congregation, 
and a numerous concourfe of 
people from the adjacent towns, 
with the molt folemn decency and 
refpect. ; 


Thus lived, and thus died, this 
eminent fervant of Chrift. May 
the wide breach made upon Zion, 
in his removal, be mercifully re- 
paired, others be raifed up in hits 
excellent Spirit ; and the church 
to the lateft gencration be bleft 
with a fuecefion of minitlers, thus 
faithful and dihgeat, powerful and 
fuccefsful. 














rot. ] 
Letter from a refpeable Phyfician 


in Conne&icut, to his fifler ina 
diftant State. 


T has often been the cafe, that 
after I*have had an interview 
with my friends, I have exceed- 
ingly regretted that the great things 
of religion have made little or no 
part of our converfation. And 
although I have often refolved that 
I would better ‘improve future op- 
portunities, yet have too pine 
found that a multiplicity of other 
concerns, together with a criminal 
backwardnefs to introduce thofe 
glorious fubjeéts, have made fubfe- 
quent vifits as unprofitable as the 
former. - 

As it is very uncertain whether 
we fhall ever again mect in this 
world, and even it we fheuld, it 
is to be feared that things of little 
importance might as heretofore too 
much fuperfede religious converfa- 
tion ; I now embrace a favorable 
opportunity to write to you, ho- 
ping it may be a means of ftirring 
up both our minds to more dili- 
gence, watchfulnefs and prayer, 
efpecially at this time; in thefe 
days of the deception of the un- 
clean Spirits, which have evident- 
ly gone forth into the whole earth, 
to gather the nations to the battle 
of that great day of God Al- 
mighty. 

I believe that all underftanding 
Chriftians are agreed, that the 
prefent is the time of which God 
uas_ «fo abundantly warned his 
church in his word; the time in 
which he has told us there fhould 
be f{coffers, murmurers and com- 
plainers walking after their own 
lufts ; thofe perilous times, or per- 
haps the beginning of them, when 
there fhatl be proud blafphemers, 
defpifers of thofe that are good ; 
when men will not endure found 
doftrines, but will priyily bring in 
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damnable herefics ; and although 
they may have a form of Godli- 
nefs, will deny the power; and 
when artful and powerful deceiy- 
ers fhali arife, fo that if it were 
pofible, they would deceive the 
very Elect. 

And how important is it, that 
all who profefs friendihip to Chrift 
fhould be on their guard ; that they 


- fhould watch and- keep their gar- 


ments, left they alfobe found na- 
ked ; that they fhould not believe 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits 
whether they be of God ; that 
they fhould beware of dogs, of 
wolves in fhceps cloathing ; that 
they fhould mark the men. that 
make divifions, and avoid both 
their corrupt fentiments and pradti- 
ces. Andefpecially how infinite- 
ly important does this appear, when 
we rcfleét that there is no neutral 
ftation ; but all who are not found 
among the followers of the Lamb, 
clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean ; all whe are not called, and 
chofen, and faithful, will be found 
among thofe that make war with 
him. 

Happy indeed would it be if 
none but profefied enemies to the 
Chriftian religion were to be found 
in arms againft heayen. Initead 
of this, it appears that fome of 
the moft hurtful adverfaries to 
Chrift and his church, are to be 
found among thofe that make high 
profefiions of friendfhip. 

There is onepofition that I con- 
ceive will not be controverted ; 
and that is, a man cannot be a 
friend to God, and at the fame 
time difapprove of his law or gov- 
ernment ; we cannot be friendly to 
Chrift while we oppofe the doc- 
trines and precepts of the gofpel. 
But that thefe doctrines are oppo- 
fed, and God’s univerfal govern- 
ment difputed and objected to, by 
multitudes, and even by many pro- 
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feffors, is beyond contradiction. 
How many objections are there to 
the fovereignty of God ; that he 
will have mercy on whom he will, 
and whom he will he hardeneth. 
How much fault with the do@rine 
of the decrecs, or particular elec- 
tion; that God fhould from eter- 
nity defignate the objects of his 
mercy, give a certain number to 
Chrift, and deterthine to leave the 
reft to perifh, and that he fhould 
not be influenced in this choice by 
any thing forefeen in the charac- 
ter of the Eleét ; but wholly from 
motives within himfelf ; even fo, 
for fo it feemed good in his fight. 
How much is faid againft the doc- 
trine of total depravity ; that man- 
kind without the new birth, are 
totally deftitute of holinefs ; that 
they are only evil ; and determi- 
nedenemies to God. And how 
much pains is there taken to ex- 
plain away the new birth, and 
make it mean nothing more thana 
little external reformation; fome- 
thing effected bythe finner, without 
any fupernatural change of heart. 

How much oppofition to the 
doétrine that God is not pleafed 
with any thing fhort of true leve.— 
That nothing which the unregen- 
erate do, or can do, has any in- 
fluence in moving God to fhow 
them mercy ; but that God looks 
upon all their duties (as they call 
them) abominable hypocrify, and 
deferving everlatting wrath.—And 
how much is faid againft the doc- 
trine, that it is the immediate and 
indifpenfible duty of every finner 
to love God with his whole foul— 
that he can have no excufe for neg- 
JcGting gofpel repentance and faith a 
fingle moment—and that while he 
neglects this, lethim do ever fomuch 
elfe, he is going away from God, 
rejecting the offers of life, and be- 
coming more and more deferying 
of eternal deltruction. . 
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How much cavilling is there 
again{t the doctrine of abfolute and 
entire dependence—that we have 
no claim on mercy, and that it is 
impoflible for us to lay God under 
the leaft obligation to help us ; but 
that we lie entirely at his fovercign 
mercy, and that he will fave or 
deftroy us as fhall be moft for his 
glory. 

Now every one, that has read 
the bible with attention mult know 
that it is full of thefe doctrines, 
and that they are there much in- 
fifted on as effential to be not only 
believed but loved, and yet itis as 
well known that they aremuch {po- 
ken againift. 

Itis difficult to find out what 
mankind would have. God at 
firft put the human race under a 
law that is certainly unobjectiona- 
ble ; that requires nothing of us 
but what is moft reafonable that 
we fhould perform—it requires 
that we love him with our whole 
ftrengths and yield perfeét obedi- 
ence to him—and is he not worthy 
of our love ?—Is he not deferving 
of our obedience ?—This law we 
have violated, and confequently 
fallen under the curfe ; and we 
cannot reafonably object to its exe 
ecution—and the law can not be 
givenup fhort of Cod’s denying 
himfelf. And what can be done? 
what has been done? or rather 
what has not been done ? God has 
fo loved the world, as to give his 
only begotten Son to dic, that 
whofoever believeth on him might 
not perifh, but have eternal life. 
The gofpel is proclaimed ; and all 
invited to partake of its falvation, 
But what now ?—how is the gof- 
pel provifion treated by us ?—what 
reception has Chrift, and all his 
glorious offers met with from the 
world ?—Why, they all make 
light of it—they with one confent 
make excufe—and unlefs fome- 
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thing more is done, there is not 
one of the human race but what 
will fuffer eternal damnation, rath- 
er than embrace the falvation of 
the gofpel—now what canbe done? 
what in heaven or earth, can help 
{uch miferable, obftinate wretches ? 
Surely rfothing but fovereign mer- 
cy —Nothing but free grace.— 
Nothing fhort of everlafting elec- 
ting love. 

God has a€tually brought this 
into view ; and what has been the 
confequence ?—the confequence 
is, it has fet the world in a rage. 
Every thing is faid againft it; and 
apain{t thofe that preach it ; and 
God is accufed of partiality and 
injuftice, and while Jefus Chrift in 
view of the fubject, breaks out in- 
to a holy rapture, and thanks his 
heavenly father on this account ; 
and angels rejoice ;—this world is 
filled with complaints. O the a- 
mazing ingratitude, ftupidity and 
wickednefs of the felfifh heart. 

It would be impoflible to enu- 
merate all the objections which are 
made tothe do&rines which have 
been mentioned. It is often faid, 
they deftroy free agency ; but we 
all feel that we aét freely notwith- 
ftanding ; without any force againft 
our wills, and God certainly con- 
fiders it in this light, and will treat 
us accordingly. It is faid alfo, if 
thefe doétrines are believed, it will 
prevent all exertions to efcape fu- 
ture wrath, and obtain heaven. 
And why is not the fame objec- 
tion urged againf ftriving for the 
good things of this life ?—they ap- 
ply equally inthis cafe. But who 
ever heard any objet againft fow- 
ing and planting, or employing a 
‘Phyfician in a dangerous ficknefs, 
on the ground, that it depended 
entirely on the immutable counfels 
of God whether he fhould havea 
crop or recover from his difeafe. 
The faét is, temporal food, andbod- 

Vou. II, No. 5. 
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ily health, are confidered of too 
much importance tobe neglected on 
fuch a frivolous excufe ; and weal- 
ways find that where there are any 
juft apprehenfionsof theimportance 
of fleeing from the wrath to come, 
we hear no more of this obje¢tion. 

Some fay, that they are at beft, 
unprofitable doétrines ; and there- 
fore though true; onght not to be 
preached—.Now this is certainly 
charging God foolifhly. God has 
revealed fuch things to us as he 
thought beft ; and is it not very 
extraordinary that we fhould un- 
dertake to fay he has made a mif- 
take ; and taught us things in which 
we had no concern. But thefe, 
and many more, are objections that 
were never made by the humble 
penitent, and never will be ; the 
repenting publican and the prodigal 
never thought of them. But they 
were invented entirely, through 
the pride and obftinacy of the car- 
nal heart ; and are perfifted in from 
a total blindnefs toourreal fituation. 

The fact is, we are fick, even 
| to death ; while we think that lit- 
tle or nothing ails us ; as poor as 
the curfe of God’s Jaw can make 
| us; and yet feel important, and 
| rich, and well able to take care of 
ourfelves. Dead in trefpaffes and 
fins; and yet greatly difturbed 
with even the mention of fovercign 
mercy. 

And itis clearly the cafe, that 
oppofition to thefe great and glori- 
ous gofpel doftrines, and indeed to 
the gofpel itfelf, isthe parting point, 
where moft of the errors and nume- 





begin. 

Hence we fee fuch violent op- 
pofitien to a regular fupport of gof- 
pel minifters, and multitudes ob- 
truding themfelves into the minif- 
try, thathave never been confe- 
crated to that work accofding to 
word of God, 
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Hence we hear fo much againft 
the doétrine of the faints perfeve- J 
rance. The ordinance of baptifm 
is difregarded by many ;. the holy 
fabbath given up ;. family prayer 
difcarded, and the worfhip of the 
fanGtuary neglefted.. And hence 
Arminianifm, Rnivertdiien, Infi- 
delity and Atheilm, together with 
all the unfcriptural errors and prac- 
tices of this ungodly world. 

But I maft conclude, earneftly 
pre ying, that God of his fove- 

keign mercy, would gnide us into 
all truth; make us faithfal to do 
his will; give us all that grace and 
{trength which we need ; grant 
that we may manifeft our lo: Ke to 
Aim by keeping his commandments, 
and that he would glorify his grace 
in our falvation ;.that he would 
difpel the thickening cloud.of er- 
rorand confufion of the prefent day, 
and fill the earth with his glory 
through Jefus Chrift. 

Pegging your penyers for me, I 
fubfcribe myfelf yours, &c. 
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"BE le is 2 holy 
book—-and the filvation which it 
propofes is «holy Yalvation. All 
its doétrines tend to lay reflraint 
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trine gfruniverfil futvation tends 
to také, off. thofe rettraints and to 
son the floodgates of iniquity. 
Itherafore proves itfelfnotof God. 
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There is a young man of my 
acquaintance who Was once amia- 
ble and promifing, regular in his 
life and converfation, and fteadyin 
attending on public worfhip. A 
few years ago he embraced the 
dostrine of ‘woiverfal falyztion—« 
fince which he appcars.a0 be to- 
tally changed. Ife is no longer 
the amiable and f{teady young man 
that he formerly was. He has bs- 
come ferocious in his manners--- 
profane—contentious——fo that iis 
familyand neighbours often feel tire 
effets of his contentious fpirit. 
He has thrown off all appearance 
of. refpect.to religion, and lives in 
the total neale& of public relisious 
worfhip. Ihave often endeavo 
ed to convince him of his errors 
from {cripture arguments, but ia 
vain. Ina late converfation, I ar- 
gued with himon the tendency of 
the doétrines he had embraced. 
I referred him to his former courfe 
of life and to his prefent condué, 
f'sed whether he did not think 
him 
relax the duties of religion, and 
purfte vicious courfes, and whet'> 
er he did not feel more eafy to neg- 
le& duty and commit fin now, {ve- 
ing he hoped in this way to goto 
Heaven at lift, than he formerly 


did? He ingenuoully ceorteffed to 


me that he did—that he uled 
to have, fome trouble of con- 
{cience about thefe things, but now 
he had got in a great meafere 
lieved. Ithenafleed him, whether 
that could be a dogtrine of Jefvs 

which .in its cffedis was fo perni- 
cious ard tended to the deftruction 
of moral virtue? He was greatly 
confounded—but {till it was a doc- 
trine f confonant to his feelings 
and wifhes that he could not give 
it up and confent to receive a wag J 
falvation. Heis in the hands ct 
a fovercign God, who is able to 


bring him off from this dangerous 
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and pernicious error—and in his 
hands we mult leave him. 

As principles like thefe will not 
doto live by, fo they, will not do 
ro die by. However they may 
Hatter the feoure finner, and cafe a 
puiley » confetence in health and 

Aperity : they will-be a poor fup- 
sealed dying hour when the fin- 
ner feels himfelf jutt about to ap- 
ear in the prefence of a holy 
‘God. 

I have been acquainted with 
another perfon, who died a few 
years fince, who in health difse- 
lieved the divimty of Chrit and 
believed that all men will be faved. 
He was a perfon who was very 
fond of difputing. I faw him 
whea in health and had frequent 
difpetes with hint on thefe fubjects. 
T told iim thattho he might be fat- 
ished with his {cheme in health, it 
would fail him in the near view 
of death. He hada few months 
before been very fick. I remind- 
ed him of his ficknefs, and afked 
him whether he was then fatisfied 
with his principles and was willing 
to diety tiitm. He faid he was 
not but was much ditreffed in his 
mind, left they fhould not prove 
true. J] afked him whetherit was 
fate trufting to a fcheme, which 
would sot fupport him in the time 
when he moft needed fupport? He 

acknewledged it was not, but ad- 
rae he wasnot fo well confirmed 
in his fentiments then as he had 
fince been, but now he was wil- 
ling to die by them. I told him 
it was altoge:her probable he 
would change his mind when he 
came to look death in the face— 
and that as he had made one trial 
and found no comfort in the prin- 
ciples he had embraced, he would 
uct a wife part to renounce them, 
and endeavor to fix his hopes ona 
more firm bafis. He fill perfifted 
sn hiserror. Soon after this he 
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was vifited with ficknefs during 
which time I frequently faw him. 
His confidence was fhaken. He 
faid that tho he had felt confirmed 
in the doctrine of univerfal falve- 
tion, yet now he began to fear-he 
was in hp error. As his difeafe 
encreafed his fears were more 
alarmed. Ife now did not find 
that evidence in fupport of his doc- 
trine which he thought he did bc- 
tore=-confcience was alarmed— 
the character of aho ly God came 
into) «view—his configence was 
gone and with it his hope ef di- 
vinemercy. Fie trequently aiked 
with apparent caracit folicitude 
“what can I do? I mult relin- 
‘quifk the hope of all mankind 
‘being faved, and as I have never 
‘become holy, but ccpended cn 
‘ being faved in my fins, [can have 
‘no hope of the mercy of God- 
‘ As tor Jefus Chrift I know him 
* not and cannot believe his divin- 
‘ity—and therefore cannot em- 
‘ brace him as God-man mediator. 
‘I can hope only in Gods mercy 
‘ without regard to an atonement.” 

He was told that God difplayed 
his mercy in favisg finners, only 
through Jefus Chriitas the great 


attoning ficrifice, and that out of 


Chait he was a cone » fire. 

fe then faid he could havenohope. 
“ “ But O, faid! hey \ hither thall I 
fly, or what can Tf do?” He was 
indeed a moti piti able objeft—fiis 
eyes feemed to rollin anpuith, ter- 
ror took hold upon hi im, the view 
of alioly God iilled him with dif- 
trefs, he kept calling on all about 
him for help, his ttrength failed, 
but his fears became qremer and 
greater without any fentible altera- 
tion until he expired. 

I thaJ! only add, it is 2 miferable 
{fcheme of doStrine which encour- 
ages a finful life and will yiild no 

rational comfort ia the felema hoer 
of death. 
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188 On Conference 
The above defcriptions are not 
fi<titious, but realities. Ichoofe to 
conceal their names and my own, 
out of tendernefs to the furviving 
friends, but am willing the faéts be 
publifhed in hope they may ferve as 
a beacon to warn others of the dan- 
ger of fuch erroneous fentiments. 
Oh, that finners might tremble 
at the thought of embracing fuch 
pernicions principles. Let them 
admit nothing into their fcheme of 
religion which will not encourage a 
holy life and yield peaceinthe hour 
of death. There is no neceflity 
of flying to fuch vain refuges if 
they are willing to lay afide their 
fins and become holy. And the 
{criptures of truth affure us that 


without holine/s no man fhall fee the 
Lord. 


Letters concerning conference meet- 
ings. 


| LETTER I. 
From Prxco to the Editors. 
Conneéticut, O&. 18, 1800. 


To tHe Epitrors or tHE Con- 


NECTICUT EvANGELICAL Mac- 
ALINE. 


Rev. Brethren, 
8 peer proper regulations, I 


have always been in favor of 
what we commonly term, con{cr- 
ence mectings. However fome 
may ftigmatize them as enthufiaf- 
tic, being righteous over much, or 
as night meetings, as tho’ it were 
Jawful and commendable to keep 
unfeafonable hours for the purpofes 
of carnal mirth, but wrong to keep 
even feafonable hours for the wor- 
fhip of God; yet I have ever 
viewed them as perfectly agreeable 
to the tenor of fcripture and the 
{pirit of Chriftianity. In ancient 
times, we read that * thofe who 
feared the Lord fpake often one to 











Meetings: (Nov. 
another,’ &c. Where two or 
three fhall meet together, in the 
name of Chritt, the glorious Im- 
manuel hath promifedhis prefence. 
Thofe who are united in the fame 
bleffed God and Saviour, who are 
influenced by the fame fpirit, who 
have one common enemy to oppofe 
and the fame grand intereft to pur- 
fue, and who firmly expeé& all to 
dwell in the fame holy and happy 
fociety forever ; mutt neceffarily 
take peculiar delight in religious, 
focialintercourfe. Such meetings, 
when conducted in that manner 
which becometh the worfhippers of 
the God of order, are happily cal- 
culated to increafe divine knowl- 
edge, to quicken and animate, to 
{upport and comfort, andin a word, 
to ripen for glory. With thefe 
views, when in different {tages of 
my miniftry, it hath pleafed the 
father of mercies, in fome finall 
meafure, to revive his work among 
us, I have thought it my duty to 
encourage them and to attend them 
myfelf, when circumftances would 
permit. : 

I have for more than a year paft 
attended them weekly, and both 
experienced and feen, I humbly 
truft, their beneficial effce&s. Of 
late, fearing it would be too much 
for the ftate of my health, and ap- 
prehendMg the attention which 
might be termed fpecial was de- 
clining, I intimated that the meet- 
ings would probably foon be dif- 
continued. 

The two following leiters were 
fince handed me. Thefirfis from 
a youns woman a conilant attend- 
ant who hopefully became a fub- 
jc&t of religion a few years fince. 
The other is from a fingle woman 
in a different part of the parila, 
where there hath been fome {pecial 
atteation of late, who appears to 
have the caufe of Zion at heart. 

If you find room in your Mag- 
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azine and judge the publication of 
them may tend to encourage both 
minifters and people to perfevere 
in improving every convenient op- 
portunity or communicating and 
receiving rcligious knowledge, they 
are at your fervice. 

Rejoicing in the profpect of the 
extenfive utility of your evangeli- 
cal repofitory, permit me to fub- 
{cribe myfelf, Rev. Gentlemen, 

Your affectionate brother, 


PRZECO, 





LETTER IT. 
From Sextui do her Pajior. 
Monday evening Oct. 13, 1800. 


Hope Sir, there.are none of 
the youth who attend your fab- 
bath evening lectures, that are en- 
tirely infeniible of the privilege 
they enjoy, and of their obligations 
to you for the pains you take to in- 
firuét them in the Jeff things—I 
truft there are at leat a few who 
are not wholly deaf to your pious 
admonitions, and who feel, in 
fome good degree, the force and 
propriety of them. But whatever 
return you may meet from us, fure 
1 am that your care and pains fhal! 
not fail of aa ample reward.—And 
fhould the feed, which you are 
now implanting in our minds, ap- 
pear at prefent to produce no good 
truit, yet perhaps hereafter it may 
{pring and flourith, when your lips 
fall be fealed in death and your 
body mouldering in the tomb. 
Never can I fufficiently render 
that tribute of gratitude 1 owe to 
the ercat author of all mercies, 
for the innumerable advantages | 
enjoy for obtaining relipious inftruc- 
tion. Should I. at laft fall fhort 
of the Gue thing needful, fhould 1 
not follow the example of the ami- 
able, the pious Mary, who chofe 
that good part, how aggravated ! 


On Conference Meetings. 
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| O how unhappy! L beg your pray- 
ers, dear Sir, that I may not only 
be a hearer, but a doer of the word 3 
that I may aot be of that genera. 
tion who are pure in their own 
eyes, yet are not cleanfed. There 
is fo much oppolfition in my heart, 
that I find it much eafier to fpeak 
well of religion than to aét at all 
times agreeable to its precepts. 
The power of the God of this 
woild is at prefent very great. O 
that J may put my whole depend- 
| ance upon him, who is theftrengt) 
| of all thofe who put their truft in 
him ! If I have allowed my pen 
| too much liberty, be pleafed, Sir, 
| to parconand believe meatalltimes, 
Your fincere and 
affectionate friend, 
SERENA. 








LETTER III. 
From Spzrina to her Pafor. 
O&. 16. 1800. 


Honored and worthy Paftor, 

INCE our glorious Immanuel 
condefcended tovifit the peo- 

ple in this viciaity, there has been 
a great, an amazing alteration, ef- 
| pecially among thofe who have at- 
tended the meetings. I muftchar- 
itably hope, that a confiderable 
number have refigned themfelves 
up into the hands of a merciful 
God, and may be {tiled the friends 
of Jefus. And there are many 
more who feem in fome degree to 
liften tothe things which belong 
to their everlafting peace. The 
converfation is changed in almoft 
every houfe. ‘The “tongue which 
was employed in vain trifling di- 
courfe is now talking about meet- 
ings and religion. The hands 
which were employed in trifling 
plays and vain pleafures, are now 
ufed in handling the book of life. 
The eyes that were looking round 
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on every obje& to find pleafure, 
are fixed upon the holy {criptures ; 
the ball-chamber is paffed by, and 
the cheguer-board, which confu- 
med fo much precious time, is laid 
affde, together with all vainamufe- 
ments. ‘Chriltians have been alive 
in religion, and we may fay with 
Jacob, * The Lordis in this place.” 
And I believe the bleffed Jcfus 
is now knocking at the door of the 
hearts of many poor finners among 
us, and I cannot but hopethey will 
be called'to the fhecp-fold of Chrift. 
Altho’ fuch vifits of grace are gen- 
erally thort, yet Chrift {till contin- 
ues to hear and it fecms is carrying 
on a glorious work. 

I hope Sir you will not be dif- 
couraged about keeping up the 
meetings, fince Chrift {pent three 
years with little fuceefs. He per- 
feétly knew every foul that would 
be converted, yet he calls upon 
finners till his head is filled with 
dew and his locks with the drops 
of the night. Methinks he cafta 
withful look towards this place, and 
what we have experienced of the 
power of divine grace, it may be 
hoped, are as it were onlya few 
drops before a plentiful fhewer. 
But, Sir, you may be weary of 
reading thefe lines. It is with re- 
egret I write, but 1 am frequently 
defired to requeft you, Sir, to con- 
unue the meetings. ‘The people 
appear to have a great defire for it. 
Thev fear they fhall turn back to 
former flupicity and vanity, which 
God oaly is able to pervent. 


SPERINA. 





Obfervaticns on the Maxinm—“ Rrp- 
CULE IS SHE TEST OF TRUTH. 


S we live in an age whea the 
Almighty is pouring out the 
greatnefs of his indignation upon 
the Papal kingdom, in accomplifh- 
sag its prediGed downia!l, we haye 


5 Ridicule not the te of truth. 
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reafon to fear thatthe human mind, 
ever inclined to extremes, having 
once broken itsanti-chriftian thack. 
els, will now vibrate into the oppo- 
fite extreme of f{cepticifm iudif. 
criminately rejecting the whole ot 
Chriftianity. ‘Lhe ftrong abhor. 
ance of the corruptions in falic re. 
ligion, while the ftrength of the 
indignation lafts, will tend to blind 
the mind and harden the heart, aid 
ferve asa pretext for rejeGing the 
real gofpel of Jefus Chrift. The 
want of a proper diftinétion, be- 
tween true Chriftianity and Anti. 
chriftianity, has probably been one 
principal ground of the fatiical 
writings of Voltaire and other de- 
ifticalwriters. For wheu Voi:aire 
examined the holy fcriptures, aad 
their excellent doftrines, he could 
not firmly refilt their convincing 
influence upon hisown confcience. 
The affrighting horrors of his laft 
ficknefs, and his wretched death, 
are ominous of that ftate of mif 
ery, which awaits the ungodly be- 
yond the grave. 

But, it is tobe feared, that ma- 
ny inconfidcrate mortals, notwith- 
ftanding the mifcrable death of 
this great teacher of infidelity, 
will think itan honor tobe ranked 
among his difciples. The utter 
rejetion of the papal religion‘in 
many parts of Europe has hada 
ftrange effet upon the morals of 
many peoplein this conntry. With- 
out diflinguifhing the true religion 
from its corruptions—Chiriltianity 
from Anti-chriftianity, emboldened 
by the example of infidels who 
have been thus mifled, they are 
ready to decry ali religion—to def- 
pife the real pofpel of Jefus Chrift 
—to hate the real friends of piety 
—and to think ita mark of gen- 
lus, to fhow their contempt of Gow 
—of the Lord Jefus Chrift—or 
the Chriftian fabbath—or prayer— 


of virtucm—of picty—of judgment 
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and of all thofe future retributions, 
moral obligations and natural af- 
feétions, which, when properly 
cherifhed, are productive of the 
fweetelt i prs of life, and 
without which all the bands of or- 
der muft enevitably be deftroyed. 
But, fhall man, a reafonable creat- 
ure juege of truth in this hefly 
manner ? Shall he plunge head- | 
long into everPkind of vice, bru- | 
tality and wickednefs, if he can 
Sud an example in hiftory to keep 
him in countenance? What are 
grcatnefs of talents without good- 
nefs of heart, but an empty found 
—the ficeting bubble of a day? 
What confiderate man would glo- 
ry, to fhine in the page of hiftory, 
like the fingular Voltaire, if like 
Voltaire he muft miferably die, in 
unutterrable horror, the wretched 
vidtim of his own mad philofophy. 
Shall man, born for eternity, blind- 
ly follow, wherever fuch a genius 
rambles, regardlefs of the way, 
and of the difficulties and dangers, 
to which he is every moment ex- 


pofing himfelf ? Yet, the very | 


Ridicule not the tof? of truth. | 1Qt 
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name of the tinfclled Voltaire as | 
the atheiftical leader of a fect of | 
infidels, has led many foolifhyouth | 
to slory in their fhame, and, with- | 


out examination, to rejeét the word 


of God. 


But, where is the boaf- | 


7 a | 
ted reafon of the man, who fol- 


lows the example ofanother man, | 


without knowing why he follows 
him? Truc philofophy inveftigates ; 
it feeks for truth, wherever it may 
he found ; it builds only on that 
evidence, which the wreck of mat- 
ter andthe crufh of worlds will 
never fhake. Ridicule was never 
yétits prand bafis. ‘Theman, who 
laid it down as an axiom, “ Ridi- 
cule is the teft of truft,” was ei- 
ther ignorant of truth, or ignerant | 
of the human heart. In feveral | 
years obfervation of the condué of | 
meny Ineyer yet haye feen the ar- 


ee 


| 
| 


tillery of ridicule bro’t into the 
field of literary ccontctt, upon any 
weighty fubjc@, in the way of ar- 
gument, where the tru th was not 
known to be fully eftablithed from 
cther evidence, till the fide of the 
employer became docbtfu!—till he 
tegan to fear his caufeto be def- 
peratc—in fhort, till difpairing of 
| gaining his point by juft reafoning, 
he fled to the ufe of this weapon, 
as his dernier refort, in hopes of 
cfcéing by a witty turn of expref- 
fion what never could be defended 
by juft reafoning. Itis more tru- 
ly anaxiom, The ufe of ridicule, 
in the way of argument, in reafon- 
ing upon an important gucftion, 
not already clearly eftablifhed by 
other evidence, is the general teit 
of a weak and defencelefs fide of 
the queftion. For ridicule is nev- 
er ufed, by any fenfible man, in 
ferious argumentation, in fearch of 
truth, till all his treafures of evi- 
dence are exhaufted. Itis the on- 
ly artillery, which can be ufed 
with advantage, in a defperate 
caufe. The reafon is obvious. 
| For it has a p pect r charm to take 
the mind of from om thinking, 
and by unexpeciedly pleafing it, to 
make it forget all farther fearcli af- 
ter the rea! truth. This is the 
grand reafon, why ridicule Kas fuch 
a fudden influence upon mobs, and 
all the unftable asd unthinking part 
of mankind. 
ed, they fall in love with the pleaf. 
er,and wholiy forget the realtruth, 
they arein fearch after. It is for 
this peculiar tendency, which rec- 
icule poficlles, of unhinging the 


| mind from clofe thinking, and thus 


by uncxpedcdly pleafing, prepa: 

ing it to itray into the “fa tering 
paths of error, that it is fo much 
ufed in doubtful and defperate _ 
'fes. It is for this rea fon, that ali 
infidel boeks are filled with jcfting 
and buffcenciy, in rcafoning tpor 


Unexpe€tedly pleaf- 
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the moft folemn and interefting 
fubject which ever engaged the at- 
tention of man. Infidels know, 
plain us og uO er truth will 
hever gain thema fingle profelyte. 
They know they muft firftunhinge 

the mind, by the charm of ridicule, 
and thus darken the underftand- 
ing, or the truth of the bible, fhi- 
ning like the fun in the meridian 
of heaven, will forever refift their 
wicked attempts to harden men in 
fin. The villany of infidelity there- 
fore glaringly appears, in the very 
means which infidels employ to de- 
‘prave the hearts of men.  Ridi- 
cule—ridicule—forever ridicule, in 
converfation, in books, ii all com- 
panics, contains all the ftrength of 
their boafted philofophy. Is ridi- 
cule then truly philofophica al? Or 
is it of the nature of infallible de- 
-monftration ? No: it is far from 
being fo. Ithath in all aces of 
the world, whenimproved in any 
other futife, than as an auxiliary to 
acknowledged virtue, in_ bringing 
vice to fhame and contempt, been 
found the froward cneiny.of true 
philofophy. What torrents of rid- 
icule were poured upon the philo- 
fophy of Columbus, in attempting 
the difcovery of America, from 
the vulgar, from fplendid courts, 
and, cven, from the thrones of 
mighty kings! Had Columbus ard 
all fucceeding philofophers yielded 
to ridicule, 
merica io this day, muft have re- 
mained a vatl, howling wildernefs, 
the lonely abode of wandering fay- 
ages. Swayed by this falfe teft of 
truth, the enlarged mind of New- 
tonmulthave been cramped,and his 
fyftem cf philofophy, to this day, 

muft have remained unknown to 
man. So far therefore is ridicule | 
from being the true foundation of } 
real philolophy, that, it is, the 
philofopher, who only is able to 
bear it—who knows it to be noth. | 


t fhe iy 
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ing but a glittering cheat—who ri- 
fes above it, like the immoveable 
rockin the ocean, regardlefs of the 
dafhing of its ternpeftuous waves. — 
He knows the real evidence of de. 
monftration is always to be looked 
for, from another fource. The 
man therefore, who poffeffed of a 
comprehenfive mind and extenfiye 
knowledge, appeals to ridicule as, 
the only teft of truth, on the im- 
portant fubject of the exiftence of 
a God, or of the truth of a divine 
revelation, is wilfully blind to truth. 
Te rifes apainft all, that by the 
commen fenfe of mankind, is cal- 
led general, dcmonftrated truth. 
If his confcience be not feared as 
with an hot iron, at times, he can- 
not fail of beitg flung, with fuch 
painful moments of guilt and hor- 
ror as that great wit, the Earl of 
Rochefter once felt, for recurring 
to this delufive teft of truth. The 
words are extracted from his me- 
moirs, which contain his very hum- 
ble confefhion, afteran hopeful con- 
vernon to Chriftianity ; and are cs 
follows. “One day at an Athe- 
€ iftical meeting, at the hopfe of a 





as the teft of truth, A. | 


‘ perfon of quality, I undertook 
to manage the caufe, and was the 
principal difputant againft God 
and piety 3 aod for my perform- 
© arices, received the applaufe of 
the whole campany. Upon which 


ee ee eee 
wo 


n 


she 
saw 


{ 

;my mind Was teriibly ftruck, 
‘and I immediately ‘replied dthus to 

! r 

1é myfelf Good God ! ‘That a man 

t ¢ 


who walks “pig it, dhe {ces * 
; ¢ mene rful works of God, and 
. ha the uie of his fe: ifes and TCa- 
‘ box, fhould ufe them to the defy- 
‘€ing of his Creator !”—After he 
became a f{erious man he often ex- 
| proffed » inthe tendereit maaner, 
to his friends, his abhorrance of 
the deccitful arts of ridicule— 
« Withing his fon might never be a 
i* wit, (as he e2 <plained i it, one of 
* thofe wretched -cre tures, who 
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© pridethemfelves inridiculing God 
‘and religion, denying his being 
¢ or his providence :) but that he 
« might become an honeft man, and 
‘of a truly religious character, 
‘ which only could be the fupport 
‘ and blefhing of his family.” 
ZEPHO. 





For tHe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Thoughts on our Saviour’s prayer 
in the garden. ‘“ O my Father, 
if it be poffible, let this cup pafs 
from me.” The fame petition 
is expreffed alittle differently ; as, 
“© That the hour might pafs from 
him ; and “ That the Father 
would take away this cup.” 


T is well known, that, in the 
figurative language of fecrip- 
ture, the term cup, often fignifies 
the difpenfations of providence, 
both in ways of afflictioa and mer- 
cy. The firft is denoted by the 
cup of trembling ; the other by the 
cup of falvation. Our divine Lord 
refers to grievous fufferings, which 
he then felt ; or had in profpeé. 
Many have fuppofed that the in- 
dignant and cruel treatment, which 
he was foon to meet with, from 
Judas and the rude company 
which would attend him; from 
the Jewifh Sanhedrim, and the 
common people ; from Pilate, and 
from the foldiers, who would ex- 
ecute his fentence, filled him with 
this overbearing diftrefs ; and cau- 
fed his human nature almoft to 
fhrink back from his all-important 
undertaking. They confider his 
agony as arifing from the difmal 
profpeé before him, rather than 
from any prefent feeling. That 
if it were confiftent with that plan 
of redemption, which was early 
concerted in the divine council, he 
might be faved from death, or 
from thofe aggravating circumftan- 
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ces, with which he forefaw it 
would be attended. Divines have 
generally fuppofed that our Say- 
lour’s agony was occafioned by 
fome caufe which he only could 
difcern and feel ; fomething which 
lay within and made his foul ex- 
ceeding forrowful. And yet, 
when they fpeak of his prayer, 
they confider it as alluding to fuf- 
ferings, of which he had no pref- 
ent actual feeling ; and that he 
prayed, (tho with fubmiflion to 
the Father’s fovereign pleafure) 
that it might be removed from him, 
1. €. prevented ; and he never 
have thofe afflictive feelings, which 
he expetted thofe fufferings would 
occafion. 

But are there not reafons to 
believe, that thefe are not the cup 
intended ? 

1. We are told that his agony 
began foon after he entered the gar- 
den. This feems to intimate that 
it was caufed by fome new impref- 
fion ; fomething, of which he 
could have no clear and full prof- 
pect, previous to this time; and 
therefore, when it a¢tually came 
upon him, he was, almoft, over- 
come with an amazing horror ; 
fuch diftrefing confternation fei- 
zed upon him, as had a wonderful 
effeé&t upon his animal frame, for- 
cing the blood, in copious meaf- 
ures, through the pores of his 
body. The expreflions are re- 
markable, he began to be fore ama- 
zed and very heavy. The cup» 
which he prayed might be remo- 
ved, was this diftrefs, or that 
which occafioned this amazing ag- 
ony ; of this he had, indeed, fome 
foretafte ; which threw him into 
fomething of the fame confterna- 
tion, and forced from him a fimilar 
petition, as in John xil. 27. 
Now is my foul troubled ; and 
what fhall I fay ? Father, fave 
me from this hour. He {peaks like 


. 
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ohe almoft at his wits end ; who 
knows not which way to turn, or 
what to fay. But now the hour 
was come ; and an hour of thick 
darknefs fell upon him ; which de- 
gan his fore amazement ; and cau- 
fed him to cry out in an agony of 
diftrefg, my. foul is exceeding for- 
rowful ; and as he apprehended, 
even unto death. He had as clear 
a view of that fcene of fufferings 
which would begin upon the ap- 
proach of Judas, before, as at 
that inftant; and often fpake of 
thofe evil things, which he was to 
fuffer from the hands of wicked 
men. And tis hardly probable 
that a Jittl nearer view of them 
fhould,. at once, awaken all his 
painful apprehenfions, and have 
fuch a fudden and overbearing ef- 
feé& upon him. 

Another thought isthis. That 
the evil things, which our Saviour 


very grievous) did, perhaps, not 
greatly exceed what othcrs have 
endured with calm fortitude. 
Some of his difciples have counted 
it all goy, when they fell into divers 
éemptations 3 1. e. the moft griev- 
ous fufferings, for his name’s fake. 
They had, it istrue, the comfort- 
ing prefence of God, which was 
denied him, and drew from him a 
bitter complaint, when on the crofs. 
But wicked men have endured 
from the hand of juftice, very 
heavy punifhment, without fuch 
amazement. Thetwo thieves fuf- 
fered with him the fame kind of 
death; tho’ not with a]l the fame 
aggravating circumftances ; nor 
does it appear, that they were fo 
overborne with the profpeé. 

But in the next place, it is ap- 
prehended, that the cup, which 
occafioned our Saviour’s agony, 
and which he prayed might pa/s or 
be removed from him, was a Clear 
and heart-affecting fenfe of divine 
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wrath for fin ; and a clofe con- 
fiét with the powers of darknefs, 
Satan was now Ict loofe upon him, 
This is your hour, fays Chrift, to 
the multitude, which camc to ap- 
prehend him, and the power of 
darknefs. We had, a little before, 
told his difciples, that the prince 
of this world cometh; without 
doubt, to aflault him with his fie- 
ry darts. And, who can tell, 
into what agonizing diftrefs that 
old ferpent, the devil, could throw 
him, when freed from divine re- 
{traint ! 

But the ftrokes which were laid 
upon him by the hand of divine 
juftice, were ftill more overbear- 
ing. ‘The Father now aflumed 
the charaéer of fupreme judge, 
calling forthe /word to fmite the 
man, who was his follow. It 


pleafed the Lord (now) to lbruife 


| him, and to put him to grief 3 and 
met with from his perfecutors (tho | 


to lay upon him the iniquity of us all. 
He was (now) made fin for us ; 


-was firicken, fmitten of God, and 


afiitted. None knows the power 
of God’s anger. But we are fure 
that he canimprefs the mind with 
fuch a fenfe of the evil nature and 
ill defert of fin, as to fill it with 
that amazement and forrow, which 
will drink up all the f{pirits. When 
therefore, our Saviour had this 
cup of divine wrath put into his 
hands, of which he could have no 
clear preconception, he was fore 
amazed and felt nature finking un- 
der it. This bitter agony, which 
far furpaffed any thing ever experi- 
enced ; or, that could be endured 
bya mere man, conftrained him 
to cry earneftly to the Father, for 
fome. relief; That the cup might 
foon be removed, or fome ftrength 
afforded, which would enable bim 
to drink what ftill remained. 
This interpretation feems to be 
confirmed by that in Heb. v. 7. 
Viv'ho, in the days of his flefh, when 





1801. ] 
he had offered up prayers and fup- 


plications, with flrong crying an 

tears, unto him that was able to 
fave him from death ; and was 
heard in that he feared. This re- 
fers to thatagonizing prayer, which 
our Saviour put upin the garden, 
and repeated three times. God 
heard him, i. e. granted him his 
requeft, in that he feared. But if 
the thing he feared, and which he 
prayed might pafs from him, was 
that cup of affli¢tion, which would 
be put into his hand by wicked 
men, it dces not appear that he 
was heard. Forall thofe fuffer- 
ings did come upon him, and in 
the fame manner in which he ex- 
pected them. The Evangelitt, 
Luke, tells us in what manner he 
was heard—chap. xxil. ver. 43. 
There appeared an angel unto him 
from heaven, firengthening him. 
He feared, that if this cup of 
overwhelming forrow was not re- 
moved, or if no fpecial affiftance 
was afforded him, his ftrength 
would fail; he muft fink under 
the weight of divine wrath, which 
appeared to him intollerable. But 
tho the rod of God was not remo- 
ved, nor his fenfe of divine wrath 
leffened ; yet the flrength which 
he thus received from heaven, af- 
forded him very feafonable fupport, 
and relieved him from his painful 
and overbearing. apprehenfions of 
immediate diftrefs. 

It appears to me highly rational 
to believe, that the Father’s forfa- 
king the fon of his love; (of 
which he complains, even as his 
greateft affliction whenon thecrofs) 
his withholding all fenfible divine 
fupport and confolation ; and giv- 
ing him a heart-affecting and over- 
bearing fenfe of his juft wrath for 
fin, fo engaged his attention, that 
he hardly thought of the cruel 
treatment which he fhould foon re- 
ceive from mens That this was 
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the cup which occafioned his ago- 
ny, and threw him into a profufe 
bleeding fweat, fo that his 
garments appeared as if died red ; 
andinto fuch an amazing horror 
and con{ternation, that he {carce- 
ly knew what io fay. In this late 
and with referenceto the dittrefs, 
which he then felt, he prayed ; 
and his agony {till continuing and 
increafing, prayed more carneflly, 
for fome relief. That, if it were 
poffible, i. e. any how confiftent 
with the defign of his coming into 
the world, and to that hour, the 
cup of which he was then drink- 
ing might be removed ; or, fome 
fpecial fupport afforded him. If 
this isa juft view of our Saviour’s 
agony and pyayer, it will tend to 
fhow the ill-nature of infidel cants 
and reflections, as “ That Chrift 
difcovered lefs fortitude, than ma- 
ny, who, in every age and coun- 
try, have met with as dreadful tri- 
als, and with greater calmnefs ; 
and that this illy agrees with the 
pretence, that his fufferings were 
of great neceflity and efficacy for 
the falyation of finners. That it 
intimates his willingnefs and even 
defire to give up the caufe, in which 
he was engaged, even tho the 
confequence fhould be fatal to a 
world of finners.” 


CHRISTIANUS. 





A letter from a Chriftian friend to 
onewho had great anxiety of mind 


for a time, but who foon became 


thoughile/s. 
Dear Sir, 


HE laft time I faw you, your 
attention was taken up with 
theftateof yourfoul. Youthought 
the amufements, which are fo plea- 
fing to young and vain minds very 
unbecoming candidates for eternity. 
Senfual pleafures, worldly honors 
and wealth were of little value in 
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your eftimation. You wasinfearch 
of religious inftruction and peace 
of mind. How engaged was you 
to read and hear the word of God 
and religious difcourfe ! How 
punétually did you attend to the 
duty of fecret prayer ! What guilt 
you thought you incurred in rejec- 
ting Chrift by unbelief! As oppor- 
tunity prefented, you enquired 
of God’s people, what muft I do 
to be faved ? You looked upon a 
good heart as the pearl of great 
rice and the one thing needful. You 
would then have given all your pof- 
feffions and every enjoyment of life 
to be reconciled to God and enti- 
tled to his favor through the promi- 
fesof the gofpel. Being without 
Chrift and without God in the 
world, youviewed yourfelf inadan- 
gerous and ruined condition. 

Seeing the ftate of your mindand 
your folicitude concerning your fal- 
vation, I entertained a hope that 
your ferioufnefsand enquiries would 
iffue in your entire fabmiffion to 
the will of God, and that hereaf- 
ter you would live in newnefs of 
life. For God moft commonly 
impreffes the minds of finners with 
a fenfe of their danger and the im- 
aga of vital religion, before 

e gives them grace cordially to 
embrace the Savior. Obferving 
your ferious impreffions I was led 
to hope that they would terminate 
in your faving converfion. 

You mutt therefore fupppofe my 
difappointment and forrow to be 
great, when I lately heard that 
your ferioufnefs proved to be like 
the morning cloud and early dew. 
I underftand that you are no lon- 
ger concerned for yourfelf, and yet 
have obtained no hope and give no 
evidence that you are a fubject of 
the new-birth. You mingle with 
the thoughtlefs and are thoughtlefs 
yourfelf. You are not fo careful 


ty attend upon rcligious duties, nor | now than then ? You confidered 
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fo eager to obtain religious inftruc- 
tion. You do not look upon fin fo 
ill-deferving, nor feel your condi- 
tion to be fo dangerous. Younow 
fhun the comipany of ferious peo- 
ple, which you lately fought ; and 
think religion to be of little im- 
portance. 

Your friend,when givingmethis 
account of you, could not refrain 
from weeping in fear of the confe- 
quences: And be affured, dear 
Sir, that my heart was deeply af- 
feéted in hearing the relation, and 
I cannot but tremble for you, as I 
tenderly regard your happinefs. 

My hopes of your faving con- 
verfion to the truth are now dead 
or very faint. God's fpirit does 
not always ftrivewith men. When 
a perfon has been under great a- 
wakeningsand deep conviction, and 
he becomes as ftupid and thought- 
lefs as ever, he has much reafon 
to fear that God will let him alone, 
and fuffer him to go down to def- 
truction. I fear, Sir, that this 
will be your unhappy cafe. For 
you have refifted the Spirit and he 
has has forfaken you : And from 
God’s ordinary method of deal- 
ing with finners, you cannot be 
very fanguine in your hopes of his 
return. You have but little very 
reafon to expeét it. 

You having been fo much alarm- 
ed at your ftate and felt the impor- 
tance of a reconciliation to God, 
and again become thoughtlefs and 
fecure ; permit me, asa friend, to 
enquire the reafons of your prefent 
fecurity and indifferenceto religion. 
It cannot arife from rational hopes 
of falvation, for fuch hopes are al- 
ways followed with the fruits of 
righteoufnefs: And with watch- 
fulnefs and diligent attention to 
our fpiritual concerns. A fhort 
time fince, you thought yourfelf a 
great finner ; Are you lefs finful 
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yourfelf as incurring awful guilt by 
the fin of unbelicf: But is not un- 
belief as wrath-deferving now as 
chen? You hadnopeace of mind and 
was in the greatctt fear and diltrefs 
on account of the danger you was 
expofed to: But is nor your ftate 
as dangerous row as then? And 
have you not therefore as much 
reafon to fear and tremble ? You 
looked upon your condition as dan- 
gerous and ruined becaufe of your 
finfulnefs and God’s holinefs : But 
are you not as finful as ever, and 
is not God unchangeable in his ho- 
linefs ? If fo, you feel eafy and 
fafe when expofed to the endlefs 
wrath of heaven. Is religion Jefs 
important now, than when you felt 
it to be all-important ? Does not 
the law of God and the gofpel of 
Chrift denounce the fame evil a- 
gainft the wicked as they ever have 
done ? You have then the fame 
reafon to fear and be alarmed, as 
when under your greatelt awaken- 
ings. Your danger is no lefs, be- 
caufe unfeen and unrealized. I 
truft that you want no arguments 
to convince you that God is holy, 
or that you are finful: And I pre- 
fume that you allow the happinefs 
of the righteous to confift io the 
enjoyment of God. How then, 
my friend, can you be happy ? For 
what is more oppofite than the ho- 
linefs of God’s nature and the fin- 
fulnefs of your own. Marvel not, 
that I fay unto thee, thou muft be 
born again. 

The views you had of the ftate 
you was in, were in fome meafure 
according to truth ; but while you 
are at eafe ina ftate of impenitence, 
your views and feelings are as far 
from the truth as poffible. You 
ure in the fame danger of eternal 
mifery as ever. And I with you 
to realize it. Although you have 
difmifled the concerns of your foul 
and the things of religion, yet they 





are no lefs important than when 
you paid them attention. I fear 
that you have grieved the Spirit of 
God, fo that he has departed from 
you, no more to return. You 
have great reafon tobe alarmed at 
your cafe. Arife, and call upon 
thy God that thou perifh not. 

Since you havefuch unequivocal 
evidence of my regard to your hap- 
pinefs, you cannot fuppofe that I 
would recommend or urge upon 
you any thing,but what I knowand 
feel to be important. Withoutthe 
{pirit of Chrift I confider you as 
loit forever. Therefore fuffer me 
to exhort you, by all thatis facred 
in religion, by all that is dear to 
yourfelf, and by all that is folemn 
and interefting in eternity, to make 
your peace with heaven thro’ the 
blood of reconciliation: And I 
pray God to have mercy upen your 
foul, and make your wife unto eter- 
nal life. 

Your’s affeCionately, 


SHAPHAN. 
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Extra® of a letter from one of the 
Conneéticut Miffionarics in Ver- 
mont, dated dluguff 14, 1801. 


“In a tour of eight weeks I 
have rode nearly 800 miles, and 
have aimed where I did not fail of 
giving notice, to preach daily, 
fometimes three times on the fab- 
bath, and in moft places attend a 
conference, and in places where 
there is an awakening to pay pri- 
vate vifits. There is a fpecial call 
for laborers in this part of the vine- 
yard. The cloud evidently moves 
this way. It is to be acknowl- 
edged efpecially as to feveral places, 
that the Miilionarics of this year 
have to enter into the labors of the 
Miffionarics of Jaft year. There 
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has been fiance laft year apparently 
a gradual work of grace, which 
has this feafon greatly revived and 
fpread. The work has been, fo 
far as I have been able to judge, 
remarkably free from wildne!s and 
enthufiafm. There are inftances 
of perfons who have been ftrongly 
oppofed to the great doétrines of 
grace and falvation, who appear to 
be greatly changed, and {trongly 
advocate the faith which once they 
endeavored to deftroy. I had 
need however to guard, left I lead 
your mind to view the work great 
erthanit is. The number in any 
one town under deep conviction is 
not great, but there is ia feveral 
towns a folemnity fomewhat gene- 
ral. The number of hopeful con- 
verts does not I believe, in many 
ifany towns exceed 30. It is dif- 
ficult to get accurately the number, 
The towns where there has been 
moft attention in this field of mif- 


fionary labors, are Poultney, Effex, | 
Georgia, Swanton, Waterbury, | 
Weftfield, New-Haven and Mid- | 
There are fome hope- | 
ful beginnings of a work of grace | 
in feveral other towns, indeed there | 


dlebury. 


feems fome hopeful appearance that 
the work fpreads. 
good degree of ferioufnefs in Ad- 
difon, Bridport, Weftford, Un- 
derhill &c. There are feveral pla- 
ces on the eaft fide of the Green 
mountains where God appears to 
- be atwork. In moft of the places 
that have been mentioned, God 
has, for wife and holy ends, made 
ule of Miffionaries as inftruments 
inthis work ; I truft in anfwer to 
the prayers of the godly for their 
fuccefs, and to reward and ani- 
mate the good people of Connedti- 
cut, who have contribated to pro- 
mote this benevolent defign. I 
have thought, while on my mifhon, 
when I have been called to con- 
verfe with thofe who appear to haye 
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been made monuments of faving 
power, how refrefhing fuch a re- 
vival muft be to thofe who have had 
their hearts fo much on this great 
defign. If but a fmall number 
fhould be converted what a reward 
to the godly! what gems in a 
crown of glory! 

“‘ The people in general, what- 
ever may have been faid to the con- 
trary, entertain a high fenfe of 
gratitude to the ftate of Conne&i- 
cut, and particularly to the Mif- 
fionary Society, for their benevo- 
Icnt attention to the interefts of re- 
ligion here. In the towns in gen- 
eral they have exprefled their grat- 
itude to the Society, and in fome 
towns they have requefted me, by 
a Committee, to return the thanks 
of the town.” 





Extra of a letter from Rev. Da- 
vid Bacon, daied Dotroit Auguft 
25, 1801. 


“1 ftill continue to preach at 
this place, though only in the fore- 
noon of each fabbath. As my 
meetings were thin here in the 
afternoon, and as I had a call 
from the people at the River 
Roup, a fettlement about fix 
miles from this place, I have un- 
dertaken to preach there in the af- 
ternoon ; and I think there is a 
profpect of my being made ufeful 
there. I find the peoplein general 
here are more attentive to the word 
preached than is common at the 
Eaftward. 

“‘ Since my laft, Nanga and fev- 
eral other Chiefs have paid me 2 
vifit. He faid they were very glad 
to fee me ; and obferved, that not- 
with{tanding all he could fay to 
to them, fome of them were fo 
foolifh as to believe that I never 
would return. But he faid that 
now they began to get their eyes 
open, and to have fome fenfe. He 
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faid that the chief who had been 
molt eppofed to my coming among 
them, had now acknowledged to 
him that he believed I was an hon- 
eft man, and meant to do them 
good. I then proceeded to give 
them an account of the Mifionary 
Society, and what they had in 
view with refpect to the Indians. 
I informed them, that the expenfe 
and difficulty of inftrudling them 
by an interpreter were fo great that 
it was thought beft I fhould re- 
main here at Detroit, until I could 
preach to them in their own lan- 
guage ; and that it was uncertain 
where I fhould then go, as it would 
be my duty to make a beginning 
where there was a profpect of doing 
the moft good. I told them that 
we had two kinds of people among 
us ; how differently they felt to- 
wards the Indians, and what dif- 
ferent treatment they muft expeé 
to meet with from them. I ob- 
ferved to them that our good peo- 
ple never did with to hurt them, or 
get away their property from them 
without paying them for it ; but 
were always difpofed to do them 
good ;andthat they were nowexer- 
ting themfelvcs to fend Miffiona- 
ries among them, to make them 
happy in this world and in the 
world to come. I mentioned to 
them the deftructive confequences 
of drunkenefs, and how forry I 
was to feethem give way to it. I 
made ufe of a number of arguments 
to difluade them from it, and point- 
ed out the means they muft make 
ufe of in order to avoid it. Nan- 
ga acknowledged the truth of all I 
had advanced, and obferved that 
he did not know how it would be 
with the refl, but (pueting his 
hand to his ears, and then fpread- 
ing them out) he faid that his ears 
fhould always be open to my in- 
ftruétions. They then agreed to 
have a council and hear my {pee- 
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ches the next time they came to 
Detroit. 

“ Since this interview with the 
chiefs, Mr. Denkey, one of the 
Moravian Minifters, has been to 
fee me, informing methat his breth- 
ren had fent on another Mifhonary 
to fupply his place among the Del- 
awares, requefting him to begin 
his mifhon with the Chippeways 
2s had been propofed, He obfer- 
ved that it was his defire, and the 
defire of his brethren, that he 
fhould begin with the Chippeways 
who lived neareft to their village 
in Fairfield ; but that as this would 
require him to take thofe at the 
River St. Clair, he would not do 
it without my confent, and wifhed 
to know whether I was willing. 
All things confidered, I did not 
hefitate to give my confent ; and 
affured him that I would ufe my 
influence with the Indians in his 
behalf. 

“We make. but flow progrefs 
in the Indian language. I find it 
hard work to commit their werds 
to memory ; and when I have 
learned them, I find it extremcly 
difficult to conftruct a fentence ac- 
cording to the idioms of their lan- 
guase. It feems to be full of ir- 
regularities. But if life and health 
are fpared, I hope and expe& we 
fhall be able to furmount every dif- 
ficulty. The Chief’s frequently 
call to fee us, and appear extreme- 
ly pleafed to hear us talk then 
language, and do what they canto 
help us.” 


MISSIONARIES. 


THE Miffionaries, now in the 
fervice of the Miflionary Society 
of Conneéticut, are the Rev. Da- 
vid Bacon at Detroit : the Rev. 
Fofeps Badger in New-Conneéti- 
cut; the Rev. Mefs’rs. Seth IVil- 
Tifton and David Higgins and Mr. 
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Hezekiah May inthe weftern coun- 
ties of New-York ; and the Rev. 
Mefs’rs. Fob Swift, Fedidiah Pufb- 
nell and “Foren iah Hallock in Ver- 


mont. Another Mifionary will 
foon go to New-Conncéticut ; in 


December one will goto Black 
river and parts adjacent 3 and prob- 
ably another to Vermont to fupply 
the place of one or two of thofe 
now there, who will then return. 





POETKY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 
Atheifn Expofed. 

A Poem en Pfalm 139, 14th verfe. 
“ Zam fearfully and wonderfully made.” 


ROUD Atheift, coulda giddy dance 
of atoms, Jawlefs huri’d, 

Produce fo fingular, fo fair, fo harmo- 
niz’dawo id ? 

Why do not Arab’s driving fands, the 
{port of every form, 

A palace here, the child of chance, or 
there atemple form ? 

Prefumptvous wretch ! thy felf furvey, 
that leer fabrick fean, 

Tell me from whence the immortal duft, 
the reptile, man ! 

Where waft thou when the embrio 
earth, from chaos, burft its way ? 
When ftars exulting fang the birth, and 

hail'd the new born day ? 
Or tell me whence the wondrous fpeck, 
the miniature of man, 
Nurs’d in the womb, with fafhion’d 
limbs to fwell with life began ? 
What fingers traced the tender nerves, 
the wondrous fibres fpun ? 
Who cloth’d in flefh the hardning bones 
and wove the filken fkin ? 
How chanc’d the head, or tender heart, 
life’s more immediate throne, 
Where fatal every touch, to dwell en- 
clofed in folid bone ? 
Who taught the ftomach to digeft the 
filver flood of Chyle ; 
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Who taught the wandging tide of blood 
to leave the vital urn; 
Vifit each limb, in purple ftreams, and 
faithfully return ? 
How delicate the winding ear, to im- 
ogeevery found ; 
The eye to catch the pleafing view, and 
tell the feene around ? 
How know the nerves, to hear the will, 
the obed’ent limbs to wield ; 
The tongue ten thoufand taftes difcern, 
ten thoufand accents yield ? 
Eow know the lungsto heaveand pant; 
who taught the fringed lid 
To gard the faithful eyc, and brufh the 
folid ball unbid ? 
Who bid the babe, new Jaunch’d in life, 
the milkey draught arreft, 
Ard with its eager fingers prefs the 
nectar ftreaming breaft ? 
Who with a love too big for words the 
mother’s bofom warms, 
Along the ragged paths of life to bear 
it in her arms ? 
A Gov! A Gop! Creation fhouts, A 
Gop each infe& cries; 
He moulded in his palm the earth, and 
hung it on the fkies. 
Now let us make a form divine, and 
ftamp a Gop on clay, 
To govern natures humbie birth, and 
bear an earthly fway. 
He fpake. With ftrength and beauty 
clad, young health in every vein, 
With thought enthron’d upon his brow, 
walk’d forth majeftic man. 

Arcund he turns his wandring eyes, all 
natures works furveys, 

Admires himfelf, the earth, the fkies, 
and tries his tongue in praife : 

Ye hiils and dales, ye meads and woods, 
and ali this fhining frame, 

Fair creatures, tell me, if you can,from 
what or whence, I came : 

By whom ye crofs the flowery fields, or 
thro’ the foreft ftray, 

By whom I feel unknown delights, and 
drink the golden day ? 

What parents power, all great, all good, 
do thofe around me own ? 

Tellme, fair creatures, tell me, how 
t’ adore this vaft unknown ; 

Who gave the wondrous tongue tofound, 
the wondrous eye to fee, 





Or in the jaundic’d gall compref:'d the 
fafiron furfac’d bile ? 


Who eave th’ amazing thought to foar, 
th’ amazing fou! to be. 





